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| FOgenne with an Ordinance of | 


| (1). | 
$4£22S2556556:- 
 DieVeneris, 3. fannarti, 1644. 


| An Ordinance of Parliament, for thataking a- 
way of the Book of Common-P rayer, and for 
the eſtabliſhing and putting in execution 
of the Direfory for the publiqueWorſhipof 
G OD. 


THE Ho2ds and Tommons affembled in 
Parliament, taking into lertons conſidera- 
tion the manifold Fnconvenicnces that have a- 

| riſen by the Book of Common-Pzayer in this 

- i Kingdom, and reſolving, acco2dingts their Co- 
. venant, to refozme Beligion acco2ding to the 

' (flozdof God, and the Example of thebeſt Ke= 
 fozmed Churches, Have Confulted with the 
© Reverend, Pions and Learned Divines, called 
together to that purpole ; And do judge it nc- 

" ceſſarpthat the ſatd Book of T ommon=P2:aver 
* beaboliſhed, andthe DireRory foz the Publique 
— Wozthipof God, hereinafter mentioned, be eſta- 
| |blithed and obſerved in all the Churches within 
. |this Kingdome : We tt therefoze O2rained by 
[the Lozds and Commons aſſembled in Parlias- 
ment, That the Statute of the ſecond aud third 

$ of King Edward .the (ixth , Jntituled, 
he penalty foz not uſſng Unifozmity of Scr= 
bice, and Abminiffration of Sacraments, c. 
" nd 


— 


| 
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(2) 
And the Statute ofthe fifth and fixth yeeregg 
the ſame King, Fntituled Unifozmitp ofÞ 
er, andadminiſtration of Sacraments, ſhail h 
uled in the Church : Ind lomuch of the Stz 
tute cf the firlt pecre of Qteen Elizabeth, Jn: 
tituled, There hail be Unffoimity of q2aver, 
andAdyini{tration of Sacraments,as concemy 
the ſaid Book of Common-P2avpcr , andthe 
Unifo2mitp of P2avyer, andAdminiftration of 
the Sacraments 2 And ſo much of the Statutt 
of the fifth ' yeere of the ſame Queen , Jh-' 
tituled, By whoſe D:der, the Bible, and Wogl 
of Common-P:aper ſhall- be 'Tranflated. ws! 
the Welch Tongue, as concerns the Bc : 


Commou-HP2aper : And ſo much of the £ 

tute ofthe cighthpcere of the lame Mueen 
tituled, Þ!11:A.cts madeby any Perſon ſince Þ 
mo Eliz. fo: the Confecrattug, Juveſtin 
cfany Archbiſhop, ex Bichop,ſhill be g Ly 
concerns the ſaid ook; Be, and oa row! 
hencefo2th Repealed, void, and of nonee 

all intents, conſtructions, and purpoſes what-' 
ſoev:rs and that the ſaid Book of Tomun 
P2aper, (Hall not remain 92 be from hencefop 
uſed tnany Church 62. Chappell, 02 placed) 
Publike TWo2Htp, within. the Kingrome 
England, oz Dominion of Walcs, And thi 
the Directo:y fo: Publique 7Uo2lhip hereinis 
fo:th, hall be hencefe2th uſed, purſued 'x wh 
oblcrved , acco2dirſg to the true tntent,al 
mearingc> this Dzdinance, in all. Excrciles9 
the Publique Wozſhip of God, in every C0 


(3) 


gregation, Church, Chappel, and place of 
Publique TWozlhip, within this Kingdome of 
{ England, and Doeminton of Wales;which Di- 

re&to2p foz the Publique UWiozhip of God. with 
' the Pzeface thercof followeth. Þnd it is far- 
ther 0zdained by the Juthozity afozefaid, 'That 
| there hail be p2ovided at the charge of eb:ry 
1 Parth oz Thappelry in this Realme of En- 
{ gland, and Dominion of Wales, a fait we 

{| ter Book of Uclim tobe kept by the Miniſicr 

>] and other Dfficers of the Ehurch, Andthat 
] the Nam's of all child:en baptized. and of their 
q Parents, and ofthe time of their Birrh and 
4 Baptizing ſhall be w:itten and ſet down by the 
1 Miuiſter therein : Andallothe Names ofall 
] perſons Marrted there, and the time of their 
£| Marriage : and alſo the Names ofallPerſons 
Pp Buried tn that Pariſh, and the time of their 
1 Death and Burial; And that the ſaid Bock 
8] tailbe ſhewed by ſuch as keep the ſame,- to alt 
v1 perſons reaſonably - defiring to ſearch foz the 
| Virth, Waptizing, Marriage, oz Burlall of a= 
| ny perſon therein- Beaiſtred,and to take a Co+ 
y| pp, 02 pzocnrea Certificate thercof. 


y 
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Idolatrous in the Publique Worſhip of 
This occafioned many Godly and Learned way 
to rejoy.ce much in the Book of CR 
at that time ſer forth ; Becauſe the Maſe, 
the reſt of che Latine Service being remavgg 
the Publique Worſhip was celebrated in our ol 
Tongue ; many of the Common. people alforw 
ceived benefit by hearing the Scriptures read 
their own Language, which formerly were utto 
them as 2 Book thar is ſealed, 
Howbeit, long and ſad experience hath mac 
it manifeſt, That the Leirurgie uſed in the 
Churh of Exgland (notwithſtanding all the pains 
and religions intentions of the Compilers of it 
harh provedan offence, not only to many of the 


godly ar home, bur allo rothe Reformed Church 


The Preface. 5 
es abroad. For, notto ſpeak of urging the Read- 
| ing of all the Prayers, which very greatly increſ- 
| ed the burden of it , the m:ny unprofitable and 
| burdenſome Ceremonies, contained in it, have 
occalioned much miſchief, as well by diſquieting 
-| the Conſciences of many Godly Miniſters and 
{ people, who could not yeeldunto them, as by de- 
| priving them of the Ordinances of God, which: 

they might not enjoy without conforming or ſub- 
ſcribing to thoſ&Geremonies- Sundry good Chri- 
ſtians have been by means thereof, kepr from the 
Lords'Cab!e, and divers able and faithfull-Minj- 
fters debarred from the exerciſe of their Miniſtry 
(to the endangering of many thouſand ſoules, in 
atime of ſuch ſcarciry of faithfull Paſtors), and 
ſpoyled of their livelihood , to the undoing of 
them and their families. Prelates and their FaRi- 
on have laboured ro raiſe the eſtimation of it ro. 
ſuch an height, as if there were no other worſhip, . 
or way of worſhip of God emerge us; but onely 
the Service Book 3 tothe great hindrance of the 
Preaching of the Word, and (in ſome places, e- 
ſpecially of late) to the juſtling of itour, as un- 
neceſſary; or (at beſt) as far inferjour to the rea=- 
ding of Common-Prayer , which was made no: 
better then an Idol by many ignorant and ſuper- 
ſtitious people, who pleaſing themflves in their: 
preſence at that Service, and their Lip-labour in 
bearing a part in ir, have thereby hardned chem! 
ſelves in their ignorance, and carcleſnefle of fa- | 
ving knowledge andtrue piety. 

In the meane time Papiſts boaſted , that the 
A. 4. Book 
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Book wasa compliance with them ina great par 
of their ſervice, and ſo were not a little confirm: 
ed in their Superttition and Idolatry, expeRing 
rather our return to them, then endeavourin 
the Reformation of themſelves : In which expe. 
Rarion rhey were of late very much encouraged, 
' when, upordthe pretended warrantablenefle & 
impoliag ofthe former Ceremonies, new one; 
were daily obtruded upon the Church. 

Adde hereunto (which wasmdcforeſeen, but 
ſince hath come to paſſe, } that the Leiturgie hath 
been a great means, as on the one hand to make 
and increaſe an idle and unedifying Miniſtry, 
which contented it ſelfe with ſer Formes madeto 
their hands by others, withour putting forth 
themſelves to exerciſe the gifce of Prayer, wit 
which our Lord 7eſics Chriſt pleaſech ro furniſh 
all his ſervants whom he cals to that O flice : % 
onthe other ſide it hath been (and ever wouldbe, 
if continued) a matter of endlefle ſtrife and con 
rention inthe Church, and a ſnare both to may) 
godly and fairhful Miniſters, who have bee! 
perſecuted and filenced upon that occaſion, and 
ro orhers of hopeful parts, manyof which hart 
been, and more ſtill would be, diverted from 
all thoughts of the Miniſtry to other ſtudies ; < 
ſpecially in theſe later times, wherein Got 
vouckſaf:th to his People more and berte! 
means fo! the diſcoyery of Errour and Super 
NKirion, and for attaining of knowledge inthe 
Myſteries of Godlinefſe, and gifts in Preachin} 
and Prayere 

X \ Upoi 


The Preface. '7 


tipon theſe, and many the like weighty con- 
fiderations, in refercnce tothe whole Book in ge- 


further Reformation, and may ſatisfie our own. 
Conſciences, and anſwer the expeRation of o« 
ther Reformed Churches, & the defires of many 
of the godly among our ſelves, and wkhall give 
ſore publick Teſtimony of our endeavours for 
Uniformity 12 Divine Warſhip, which we have 
promiſed inour Solemne League and Covenaniz 
We have, after earneſt and frequent cal- 
ling upon the Name of God, and after 
much Conſultarion, not with ficſh and blood, 
but with his Holy Word, refolved: to lay as 
fide the former Leiturgy , with the many 
Rires ar.d Ceremonies formerly uſed in the 
Worſhip of God, And have agreed upon 
this following DireQory for all the parts of 
Publique Worſhip at ordinary and extraordinar 
ry times. 


A 5 Whercin 


| , AndtheMiniſters may be hereby direQed in their 


/ Terving the-wayes of Divine Providence, 
. de carefull ro furniſl} his heart and rongue wth 
/ Further, or other materials of Prayer and E% 
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Wherein our care hath been to hold forth ſach 
things as are of Divine Inſtitution.in every: Qs 
dinance; and other things we have endeavored 
ro ſer forth according to the Rules of Chriſtian 
Prudence , agreeable to the generall Rulesof | 
the Word of God. Our meaning therein being 
only that the generall heads, the ſenſe and ſrope. 
of the Prayers andother parts. of Publique Wen. 
ſhip being known to all, there may be a conſem 
of all the Churches, in thoſe things that conrtaine 


the ſ1bſtance of the Service and Worſhip of Gad; 


Adminiſtrations to keep like ſoundnefle in Doc: 


; trineand P rayer; and may, if need be, have ſome 
\ Helpandfurnicure: And yet ſo, as they become 
 - Not hereby ſlothfull and negligent in ſtirringup 


the gifts of Chriſt in them: Bat, that each one, 


/ by meditation, by raking heed to himſelfand' the 


Flock of God committed+to him, and by wiſe obs 


; 
| 


| Hortation, as ſhall be needfull. upon all oceas 
/ ftons | 
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A DIRECTORY 


FUR: 
Publike Prayer, Reading the 
Holy Scriptures, Singing of Plalms, 


 Prexching of the Word, Adminiſtra» 


tion of the Sacraments, and 0» 
ther parts ofthe Publike Wore 
ſhip of God, Ordinary 
and Extraordina IY- 


© m— wp 
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_ Ofthe aſſembling of the Congregation, and their be- 


haviour in the Publique Wu (hip of God, 


wemang Hen rhe Congregation is to.meet 
AT, for Publique Worſhip, thePco- 


their hearts thereuntoJought all 


8 abſenting themſelves from the 

Publique Ordinances, through: 
negligence,or upon pretence of private meetings 
Letall enter the Aﬀembly,, nor irreverently, 


| but in.a grave and ſeemly manner, take their 


ſeates or places without Adoration , or. Bowing. 
themſelves rowards one place or other.. 
The Congregation being afſembled; the Mis 


niſters 


7/ js pie ( having before prepared 


ro come, and joyne therein: not. 


| 


| 


” 
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Io The aſſembling of the &c. 
niſter, after ſolemne calling on them tothe wor: 
ſhipping of the great name of God, is to begin 
with Prayer ; 

Inall Reverence and Aumility acknowledging 
the incomprehenſible Greatneſſe and Majeſty of the 
Lord (in whoſe preſence they do then in a ſpecial 
ananncr appear) and their own vileneſſe and nn- 
worthineſſe toapproach ſo near bim ; with their ut- 
ter inability of themfelves toſo great a work; Anil 
humbly beſeeching him for Pardon, Aſſiftance, and 
Acceptance in the whole Service tben to be 
prrformed 3 and for a Blieſſipg 07 that particular 
portion of his Word then to be read; and all, 
in the Name aud Mediation of the Lord Zeſws 
Chriit, | 2 
The publique Worſhip being begun, the Peo- 
ple are wholly to attend upon ir; torbearingto 
read any thing, except what the Miniſter 1s then 
reading or citing; and abſtaining uwuch more 
from all private whiſperings, conferences, falw_ 
rations, or doing reVerence-ro any Perfons pre« 
ſent, or coming in ; asalſo from al! gazing, 
ſleeping, and other undecenc behaviour, which 
may diſturbe the Miniſter or People, or hinder 
themſclves or others in the ſervice of Gods 

Ifany through neceſfity be hindred from being 
preſent at the beginning, they ought nor, when 
they come into the Congregation, to betake_ 
theinſelves to their private Devotions, but reve*. 
rently to compoſe themſelves to joyne wirh ie 
Afembly, in that Ordinance of God whichis 
then in hand- : 

of 


| 
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© Of Publike Reading of the Holy Seriptures, 


Eading of the Word in the Congregation , 
Ring part of the publique Worſhip of God, |} 
(wherein we acknowledge cur dependance upon -|| 
him, and ſubjeRion to him) and one means ſan- || 
Rified by him for the edifying of his People, is 


| to be performed by the Paſtours and Teach» 
| El'Ss 


Howbeit, ſuch as intend the Miniſtry, may oC» 
cafionally both read the Word, and exerciſetheir 
eiftin Preaching in the Congregaticn, ifallows 
ed by the Presbytery thereunto. 

All the Canonical Books of the Old and-New 
Teſtament, (bur none of thoſe which are com- 
monly called Apocrypha) ſhall be publiquely 
read in the vulgar rongue, our of the beſt allow- 
ed Tranſlation, diſtinaly, that all may hear and 


underſtand. 


How large a portion ſhall be read at once, is 
left to che Wiſedome of the Miniſter ; Bur it is 


convenient, that ordinarily, one Chapter of each 


Teſtamenr be read atevery meeting ; and ſome- 
times more z Where the Chapters be ſhort, or 
the coherence of matter requireth it. - 

Itis requiſite that all the Canonical Books be 
read over in order, that the People may be ber- 


| ter acquainted with the whole body of the Scrips 
| tres: And ordinarily, where the reading in ei- 


ther Tcftament cndeih on one Lords day, is is to 
begin the neXts Om _ 
'C- 
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12 Of publike reading of the E, Scrzptnrex, 


. Wecommend alſo the more frequent Reading 
of tuch Scriptures, as he that readeth ſhall think 
beſt for Edification of his Hearers;as the Bovk of 
Pſalms, and ſuch likes 

When the Miniſter, who readeth, ſhall Judge 
2 


— 


it neceflary to expound any part of what is r 
let ic not be done untill the whole Chapter & 
Plalm be ended: and regard is alwayes to be had 
unto the time, that neither preaching, or other 
Ordinance be ſtraitned, 6r rendred tedious, 
' Which Rule is to be obſerved inall other pubs 
| like performances. 
| Befide publite Reading. of the Holy Scrips 
 ture,every Perſon that can read, is to be exhox- 
ed to read the Sriptures privately (and all others 
that cannot read, if not diſabled by age or othes 
wiſe, are likewiſe to be exhorted to learn to read) 
and to havea Bible, 
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Of Publike Prayer before the Sermn. 
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BH; | Frer Reading of the Word (and ſinging of 
| "\. the Pſa!m):chs Miniſter who is to Preachzis 
| to endeavor to-get his own,and his hearers hearts 
_ toberightly affeRed with their ſins, that they 
may al moura in ſenſe thereof before the Lord 
and hungerand thirſt after the Grace of Godin 
| Teſus Chriſt, by proceeding to a- more full Coty 
| feffion of ſin-with ſhame and holy. confuſion of 
| face; andtocalluponthe Lord tochis cfice; 


T6 


Of Prayer before the Sermon, 13 


To acknowledge our great ſinfulneſſe; Fir, by 
reaſon of Original. im , which (beſides the grualt 
that makes us liable ta-everlaFfiong Damnation) 25 

' the (ſeed of all other fins hath depraued and poy- 

| | fonedall the faculties and power Lf (oule and box 
 . 91, doth defile our beſt, af;ons, and (were it x01 Ye- 
| ſtrained, or our hearts. renewed by Grace ) mould 
| break forth innumerable tranſereſjrons;and greater 
*  eft rebellions againſkthe. Lord, that euer were com 
, | mitted by: the wileſt of tha ſons of men, 4nd next 
* | by reaſon of aftuall ſins, our- own ſins, the ſons 
| of Magiſtrates, of Miniſters, and. of the whole Nas 
| 10n, unto which we are many wayes acceſſaryWhich 
| ns of ours receive many fearfullaggravations, we 
having bzoken all the Cammandments of the boly, 
juſt and good Eaw of God, doing that which is for- 
| bidden, and leaving undone what is enjoyned, 
and that not onely out of iguarance and infirmity, 
_ | butaljo more preſumptuouſly again#i the light of our 
= | ninds,checks of our confriences, & motions of hisown 
boly Spirat to the conttary, ſothat we havenocloak 
for our ſins 5 Yea, 1n0t onely deſpiſing the riches of 
| Gods goodneſſe,forbearance and long-ſufſering ,but 
| [landing out againſt many invitations and offers of 
ls | Grace inthe Gofpel, not endeavouring as we onvght, 
* | torccezve Chriſt into our hearts by faith, or towalkh 
Y | worthy of himin our lives. 

To-bewnale- out: lindaeſſeof mind; bardneſſe of 
heart unbelief,impenitency, ſtcurity, lukewarmnes, 
| barrennes,. ournot.endeauorine: after mortification 
E#ewneref tife, nor after the exerciſhof eodiivies 
$84.70 power boeveoſe;; and:that: the Beſt of us have | 

| aat 


s L464 2 Ae tals. 


: . - I NN nn 
T —————O——_ 
C———— ——  c= ___ 
C—_— IS SN 


l - BY4\ 


14 Of Prayer before the Sermon, 


not ſo ſledfaſtly walked with God, kept cur gay. 
ments ſo unſpotted, 20r been fo xeatous of bis gloy 
and the good of others, as we ought, and to monyy 
over ſach other ſeas as the Congregation is pattigy. 
larly guilty of ; metwithſtanding the manifuld and 
great mercies of our God, the Love of Chriſt, the 
Light of th? Gofpel, and Reformation of Religion, 
vur own Purpoſes, Promſes, Vows , folemne Cove 
naut; and otherſpecial obligations to the tontravy, 

To acknowledge and confeſſe, that,as we are con- 
winced of our guilt ; foout of a deep ſenſe thereef, 
we judge our ſelves unworthy of the ſmalleſt bent« 
fits, moſt worthyof Gods frerceſt wrath, and of all 
the Curſes of the Lam, and heavitft Fudgements 
inflifted upon the moſt rebellious frnners; and that 
he might moſt July take his Kingdome and Goſpel 


from us, plagne us with all ſorts of ſpiritual and 


temporal judgements inthis life, and after caſt ut 
its utter darkneſſe, in the lake that burneth 
with fire and brimflone, wheye is weeping and 
gnaſhing of teeth for evermore, 

Notwithftanding all which, to draw neare tothe 
Throne of Grace, encouraging our ſelyes wit h boje 


. of agracious At#ſwer of our Prayers, in the riches 


and al ſufficiency of that only one oblation, the ſts 
tiefattion and intercefſion of the Lord" 7eſus 
Chriſt, at theright hand of his Father, and our Ft 


ther ; andinconfidence of the exceeding great and 
precions Promiſes of mercy and grace in the New 


Covenant, through the (ame Mediatour thereof, 
zo deprecate the heavy wrath and curſe of Gol, 
which we are not able toavord ger bear ; ads 

| fy hy. 
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| all duties of conver/ation, and call;ngs towards God 


Of Prayer before the Sermon, 15 


bly, and earnelily to ſupplicate for mercy, in the 
ſreeand full remiſſinn of all our ſins, and that on- 
ly for the bitter fufferings and precious merits of 


' that our only Savionn Feſw Chrilt. 


That the Lord would wvouchſafe to ſhed abroad 
his love in our hearts by the Holy Ghoſt ; ſeal unto 
us by the ſume Spirut of Adoption ,- the full Aſſu- 
zance of 0u7 Pardon and Reconciliation, ccmfort all 
that mourn in Zion,/peak Peace to the wounded and 
troubled ſpirit ; and binde up the broken hearted : 
And as for ſecure and preſumptunu ſnvers, that be 
world open thar eyes, cConwince their Conſciences, 
andturn them from darknes unto light, ard from the 
Power of Satan unto Godthat thry alſo mayvreceive 
forgiveneſſe of ſin, and aninbeiitance among them 
that are ſane fied by Faith in Chift Zeſus, 

With Remifſion of ſins thraugh the blood of Chriſt, 
To pray for ſaniti fication by his Spirit , the Morti- 
fication of fn dwelling tn, and many times tyrauut- 
ging over u,thequickning of our dead ſpirits with 
the life of G:d in Chriſt grace to fit and ena' le us for 


and men,ſtrength again temptations, theſanfified 
uſe of bleſſings aud croſſcs and perſeverancein faith, 
and gvedtence unto the end. 

To pray for the propagati.n «f the Goſpel Kine- 
aon of Chrift to allnations, for the conver ſen of the- 
Tews, the fulneſſe «f the Gentiles, the fall of 4t« 
tichrift, and the haſtning of the ſecond coming of out 
Lord;for the deliverance of the diſtreſſed Churches 
@ road. from th: tyranny of the antichriftian faftion, 
and from the cruel oppreſſions & blaſphemics of f7 

Tutkh» | 


from breach of our ſolemne Covenant, q 


Throne in Religion and Righteouſneſſe, ſave bim 


16 Of Prayer before the Sermon. 


Turk : For the blefſing of God upon als the Refornuq 
Churches, efpecially upon the Churches and Kings 
doms of England, Scotland and Ireland, ow 


—_ ——_ 


mute trifily and religiouſly united in the ſolemne 
Nationall League and Covenant, and for our plan: | 
tations in the remote parts of the world : more party 

cular ly, for that Church and Kingdom whereof we 
are Members, that therein God would eftabliſh 
Peace and Ti uth, the purity of all his Ordinances, 
end the power of Godlineſſez prevent and remmoe 
Here(e, Schiſme, Prof aneneſſe, Superfition, [ecu 
ty,and unfruitfulneſſe under the meanes of Grace, 
heal all our rents and diviſions, and preſerve 


To pray for all in authority, cipecially f or theKangs | 
Majefly,t hat God would make him nich in bleſſings, | 
both iz his perſon and government ; efabliſh hi 


from evill Counſel, and make him a bleſſed and gia 
rious Inflrument for the conſervation and propage 
tzonof the Gafpel, for the encouragement and pro: 
teftion of them that dowell, the terrour of all that | 
do evill, and the great good of the whole Church, 


and of all bis Kingdoms ;, For the converſion of the 
Dueen, the religious education of the Prince, and 
the 1e:} of the Royall ſeed ; for the comfortingof 
the afflifted Due of Bohemia, ſifter toour Sout- 
raien, and for the reſtitution and eſtabliſhment of 
the Illufirious Prince Charles, Eleffor Palatine of 
the R beuc, to all his Domintons and Dignities z FO! 


a bleſſing upon the High Court of Parliament, (what 
ſtingiu any of theſe Kingdoms rtipefively) the 
N obilitys. 


1 


—_—— Git <——_ 
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Nobility, the ſubordinate Judges and Magiſtrates, 
the Gentry and all the Commonalty ; For all-Paſtors 
and Teachers, that God would. fill them with hs 
Spirit, make them exemplary holy, ſober,juſt, peace- 
able, and gracious in their lives ; ſound, fanbfull 


and powerfull 34 their Miniſtry; and follow alltheiy | 


labouts with abundance of ſucceſſe and bleſſing; and 
eive unto all hu people Paſtours according to bis 
own heat ; For the Unitzerſilies, and all Schools, 
and Religious ſeminaries of Church and Common- 
wealth, that they may flauzoſh more and more in 
Learnjng and Piety; For the particular City Or 
Congregation, that God would poure out a bleſſing 
upon the Minſiry nf the Word, Sacraments and Dif- 


| caplize, upon the Ctwill, Govarnment, and all the ſe- 


verall families and perſons therein z For mercy tO | 
the afflified. under any inward oz outward di- | 
breſſe;, for ſeaſonable weather and fruitfullſeaſans, | 
as the time may require; for averting the judges + 
ments that we ather feele or fear, or are liable ut» 
i as Famine, Poſitence, the Sword, and ſuch 

ge 'Y 
And, mith confidence of bis mercy to his whole | 
Church, and the acceptance of our perſons through | 
the merits and mediation of our great Hith-Prieft 


| the Lord Jeſus, to profeſſethat it 1 the deſire of 0u7 


ſoules to bave fellowſhip with God in thereverent | 
and conſcionable uſe of bis holy Ordinances;and, to - 
tbat purpoſe to pray earneſtly for bis grace and ef- "| 
feuall aſſiftance to the ſanftification of his boly ' 
Sabbath, the Lovds day, in all the duties thereof, 
publique and.private, both to our ſelves, and a wn 

01827 


13 Of Prayer before the Sermon. 


other Coneregations of his People, according to thy 
Riches and E xcellenty of the Goſpcl this day cele- 
brated and enjoyed. \ 
' And, beuauſe we have been unprefitavle bearer; 
in times paſt, and now cannot of our ſelves recting | 
as we ſhould, the d: ep things of God, the myſteries | 
of Feſius Chrilt, which require a ſpiritual! diſcern. ' 
ing, Topray that the Lcd who teacheth to profit ] 
w-1t'd eracicuſly pleaſe to poure out the Spinityf 
Grace, t»gether withthe outward means theredf, : 
cauſing ui to attain ſuch a meaſurc of the ex-ellejs. * 
cy of the knowledge of Chriſt 7eſus out Lord, andin 
him of the things which belong to our Feace, that, © 
we may account all things but as droſſe in compatis | 
ſon of bimr : 4nd thet we, taſting the firſt fruits of . 
the glory that is to be revealed, may long for a matt 
Full and per feft Communion with him, that when 
|. beis we may be alſo, and enjoy the fulneſſe of thife 
'\ Joyes and pleaſures, which are at his right band 
| for evermore. ES 
More particularly, that God would in ſpecul.7 
manner furniſh his Servant, (now called to diſpenſt | 
the bread of life anto bis hoxſhold,) with wiſeaom 
faelity, xeale and utterance, that be may diuany 
theword of God a'ight, to every one bys portions 
in evidence and demonſtration of the Spirit and* 
Power : aid that the Lord would circumciſe tht 
eares and hearts of the H ea#7Ci's, t0 vear, love and 
receive with meekneſſe the inerafted Word, which 
able taſave their ſouls, mak: them as goed ground, 
to recerue in the good ſeedof the word, ftrengthen_ 
them againſt the temptations of Satan, the car q bl 
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| the World, the bardyeſſe of their own hearts, and 
| whatſoever elſe may binder their profitable and 
ſaving hearing ; that ſo Chriit may be ſo formed in 
| them, and live in them, that all their thoughts "f 
(1 


\ be brought into captivity to the obedience of Chrift, 
and thejr hearts eſtabliſh:din every good word and 


work for ever, 

? We judge this 70be a convenient Order, in 
'T the ordinary publick Prayers ; yet [o, as the Mi- 
| niſter maydefer, (a« in Prudence he ſhall think 

{ meet) ſome part of theſe Peviions, rill af:er his 
|| Sermon, or offer up to God ſome of the Thankſe 
4 pivings, hereafter appointed, in his Prayer be- 
4 fore his Sermon. 


— —C—P nc aw 
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of the Preaching of theword, 


Reaching of the Word, being the-power of | 
God unto ſalvation, and one of the preareſt / 
*þ and moſt excellent Works belonging to the Mi- 
4 niſtry of the Goſpe!,ſhould be ſo pertormed, thar 
| the Workman need not be aſhamed, butmay 
favehimſelfe, and thoſe that heare him. 

It is preſuppoſed (according to the Rules for 
Ocdination)thar the Miniſter of Chriſt is in ſome 
4 good meaſure gifted for ſo weighty a ſervice, by 
| hisskillinthe Originall Languages, and in ſuch 
| Arts and Sciences asatre handmaids unto Divini- 
| ty,by his knowledge in the whole body of Theo- 
* logy, but moſt of allin the holy Scriptures, ha- | 

_ Ying his ſenſes and heart excrciſed in them aboye 
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bles it ſometimes muſt be) ler him give a brick - 


the Text, and pointing ar the chief heads and 


20 Of the Preaching of the Word, | 
the common {orc of Beleevers, and by the illingi 
nation of Gods Spirit, and other gifts of edifies 
tion, which, (together with reading and Mudyin 
of the Word) he oughtMtill ro ſeek by Pra Doral 
an humble heart , reſolving roadmit and recein, | 
any truth nor yetattained , whenever God ſhall 
makeit known unto him,All which he is ro make. 
uſe of, and approve in his private preparations, | 
_ he deliver in publique what he hath pro+ 
VIdEde | | 


ſome Text of Scripture, holding forth ſome prit 


ciple or head of Religion; or ſuitable to ſomy | 
ſpeciall occaſion emergent ; or he may go onl | 
ſome Chapter, Pſalm, or Book of the Scripture, | 
as he ſhall ſee fir. | 


Ler the IntroduQion to his Text be brief and. 
perſpicuous , drawn from the Tex: ir ſelfe, or 
comext, or ſome parallel place of generall ſ&þ 
tence of Scripture, WS 

If the Text be long (as in Hiſtories and Part» 


ſum of it : if ſhort, a Paraphraſe thereof, if netd- 
be :in both, looking diligently to the ſcope 


grounds of DoQrine,which he is to raiſe/front its | 
In Analyſing and dividing his Text, heis to r& 
gard more the order of matter , then of words; 
and neither to burden the memory of the hearets 
in the beginning, with too many members of Di> 
viſion, nor to trouble their minds with obſcure 


Ordinarily , the ſubje& of his ſermon is robe 


| 


a  . A. ai. 


terms of Arts 
in 
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In raiſing DoQrines from the Text, his care 
oughrto be, 'Firft, that the matter be the truth 
of God. Secondly , that it be a truth contained 
in, Or grounded on that Text, that the hearers 
may diſcern how God teacheth it from thence: 
Thirdly , that he chiefly infiſt up onthoſe Doc- 
| tines which are principally intended, and make 
| moſt for the edification of the hearers. 
| The DoQrine is to be expreſſed in plainterms; 
or ifany thing in it necd explication, it is to be 
opened, and the conſequence alſo from the Text 
cleared. The parallel places of Scripture confirm- 
ingthe DoQrine, are rather to be plain and per< 
tinent, then many, and (if need be) ſomewhat 
= upon, and applied to the purpoſe in | 
and, 
The Arguments or Reaſons are to be ſolid; 
and as much as may be convincing. The illuſtra- 
tions of what kinde ſoever , ought to be full of 
light, and ſuch as may convey the the truth into 
the hearers heart with ſpiritual delight, 
| Ifany Doubt, obvious from Scripture, Reaſon 


— 


| 3 Prejudice of the Hearers, ſeem to ariſe , ir is 


very requiſite to remove it , by reconciling the 
ſeeming differences, anſwering the reaſons, and 
Uſcoyering and raking away the cauſes of pre 
| Judice and miſtake. Otherwiſe it is nor fit to de- 
tain the he hearers with propounding or anſwer- 


| ng vain or wicked cavils, which as they are end- 


lefle, ſothe propounding and anſwering of them 
doth more hinder then promore edification. 


He is not toreſt in generall DoRrine,although 
&IL 20 BEnelRll LJ OGru —_ 
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never ſo much cleared and confirmed, but ty, | 


bring it whomko ſpecial Uſe, by application 1» 
his hearers : Which albeit ir prove a work of 
reat diſiculty to himlelfe, requiring much pry, 
. rh z.eale and meditation, and to the natury[ 
and corrupt man, will be very unpleaſant ; yg 
he is to endeavour to performe it in luch a man- 
ner, that his Auditors may feel the Word of Gog 
to be quick and powerful,. and a diſcerner of the | 
thoughts and intents of the heart ; and it that any 
unbeliever or ignorant Perſon be preſent, he 
may have the ſecrets of hishearr made manifeſt, 
and giveglory to God, | 
In the iſe of Inſtrution or Tnformarion'in 
the knowledge of ſome truth, which is a conſe- 
quence from his doQrine, he may (when conye« 
nient) confirme it by a few firm Arguments from 
the text in hand, - and other places of Scripture, 


or from the nature of that common place in Divi | 


nity, whereof that cruth is a branch. 2 
In Confuration of falſe DoQrines, he is neis | 
ther to raiſe an old Hereſie from the grave, nor 
to mention a blaſphemous opinion unneceſfari | 
ly : Butifthe People be in danger of an errour,' 
he is ro confute it ſoundly; and endeavour.t 
Atisfie cheir judgements and conſciences again 
all obje&ions. mT 
In exhorting to duries, he is, as he ſeeth cauſe, 
roteach alſo the means that help to the perfor: 
mance of them, | Wes 
In Dehorration, Reprehenfion, and publique 
Admonition (which require veciall wilcdous 


| 
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Of the preaching of the Word, 27 
ſer him, as there ſhall be cauſe, nat only diſco- 
verthe nature and greatneſle of the fin, with the 
miſ-ry attending ir, bur allo ſhewrthe danger his 
hearers arein, to beovertaken and ſ[urprized by 
ir, together with the remedies and beſt way to 
avoid It. 

In applying comfort, whether general againſt 
all tentarions, or particular againſt ſome ſpecial. 
roubles or terrors, he is carefully to anſwer ſuch 
obje&ions, as a troubled heart and affli&ed (vi - 
rit may ſuggeſt ro the contrary. 

It is alfo ſometimes requiſite to give ſome 
Notes of trial, (which is very profitable, eſpe< 
cially when performed by able an4 experienced 
Miniſters, with circumſpe&won and prudence, 
and the Signes clearly groundet: on the holy 
Scripture,) whereby the Hearers may be able to 
| examine themſelves, whether they have attain« 
|edthole Graces, and performed thoſe duties to 
which he exhorteth, or be guilty: of the finne re- 

prehended, and in danger of the Judgements 
\tarearned, or are ſuch ro whomthe Con'olations 
 |propounded do belong, that accordingly they 
|may be quickned and excited to Duty, humbled 
for their Wants and Sins, affetcd with their 
Danger, and ſtrengthnedwith Comfort, as theit 
 |condition upon examination ſhalf require, | 

And, as he needeth nor always ta proſecute e- 
very DoQrine which lies in his texr, ſo is he- 
wiſely ro make choiſe of ſuch V ſes, :as by his re- 
[hdence and converſing with his flock, he findeth 

moſt -needfyll and ſeaſonable; and, amoneſt 
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theſe, ſuch as may moſt draw their ſouls 6. 


Chriſt, the fonatain of lizht, holinefle and cons 
fore. 


This Mcthod is nor preſcribed as neceſſary for 
every man, or upon every Text; but on)y 
recommended, as being found'by experience t 
be very much bleſſed of Gad, and very helpfull 
for the Peoples underſtandings and mem» | 
ries. 

Bur the ſervants of Chriſt, whatever his Me. 
thod be, is to perform his whole Miniſtry, 
I. Painfully, nor doing the work ofthe Lot 
negligently, _. 205g | 

2, Plaigly, that the meaneſt may underſtand, 
creo 7 dftarh nor in the entifing words 
mans wifedome, butin dempnſtration of 1þg 
Spitir and Power, left the Croſſe of Chit 
ſhould be made of none effet ; Abſtaining alſe 
from an unproficable ule of unknown tongyes, 
ſtrange phraſes , and-cadences of ſounds and 
we 4 paring citing ſentences of Ecclehalli 
cal, orother hymang Writers ancient -ox -mo- 
d:rne, be they never fo elegant. 7 aa 

- 3+ Faichfully, looking ar the honour of Chyi, 
rhe converſion, edification and ſalvation ofthe 
People,not at his own gain or glory:Keeping g& 
thing back.whigh may promote thoſe holy eg&| 


the meaneſt, Or ſparing the greateſt in ' 


fins. N. 
xhoy 


TacemtrſpeR uno all widhour ngleGi| 


E xl 
tations 


4. Wiſely, framing all his Doarines, 
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taion?, andeſpecially his Reproofs, in ſuch & 
manner as may be moſt likely to prevaile, ſhew- 
ing all due reſpe& toeach mans Perſon and 
Place, and not mixing his own paſſion or bitter - 


nefle« 
5. Gravely, as becommeth the Word of God, 


ſhunning all ſuch geſture, voice and exprefit- 
| ons, as may occaſion the corruptions of men, to 
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deſpiſe him and his Miniſtry. 

6. With loving affeQion, rhat the People may 
ſceall coming from his. godly zeal, and hear- 
ty defire to dothem rgood., And, 

7, As taught of God, and perlwaded in his 

own heart, that all char he teached 1s the truth 
of Chriſt : and walking before his flock as an 
example to theminit; earneſtly, both in pri- 
vate and publique, recommending bis labours 
tothe bleſſing of God, and watchfully looking 
to himſelf and the flock, whereof the Lord hath 
made him overſeer ; $o ſhall the do@rine of 
truth be preſerved uncorrupt, many ſfouls.con« 
verted and built up, andhiunſelfe receive mani= 
fold comforts of his labours, evenin his life, and 
afterward the Crown of glory laid up for him in 
the world ro come. 
\ Wherethereare more Miniſters in a Congre= 
gation then one, and they of different gifts, cack 
may more ſpecially apply himfelfco Do&rine or 
Exhortation, according to the gift whereinhe 
molt excellerh, and as aa ſhall agree berween 
tiemſelves, 


\ 


B 2 of 


d: m— 1 
t4 P 


=: Sermon being ended; the Miniſteris ; © | 


fication, and hope of Glory ; For the admirable 


of Religion; For the Covenant 5, and for many tems 


Ordin:nces thereof, in their purity, power, andy 
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To grve thanks for the great love of God, 
in ſending bis Son Jeſus Chriſt unto us ; For the 
Communication of his holy Spirit ; for the lighy 
and liberty of the elurious Goſpel, and therich and 
heavenly bleſſings revealed therein, as namely, E- | 
leftion, Vocatioa, 4doption, Tulitfication, Sanftir 


goodueſſe of God in freeing the Land from Ami. 
chriſtian Darkneſſe and Tyranny, aid for all other 
Naticnall Deliverances : For the Reformation 


poral; bleſengs. 
To pray for the ((ontinuance of the Goſpel, and 


berty, Pl 
(RM the ehicf and moſt nfefull heads of the- 
Sermon, into (ome few Petitions; and to pray that. 
þ may abide in the beart, and bring forth 
1/114 | 
To pray for Preparation ſor death and judgt 
ment, and a watching for the coming of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. To intreat of God the forgivenitſſt 
of the iniquities of our boly things, and theacceplts 
tion of our ſpiritual ſacrifice, through the merit ard 
mediation of our great High+Prieft and Savidur,tit 
Lord 7eſus Chrift. | F 
And becauſe the Prayer which Chriſt ravge 


Of Prayer after the Sermon, 27 


his Diſciples is not only a Patterne of Prayer, 
but it ſelfe a moſt comprehenſive Prayer, we re- 
commend it alſo tobe uſedin the Prayersof the. 
Church. | 
And whereasatthe Adminiſtration of the Sas 
craments, the holding publique Faſts ana days 
of Thankſgiving, and other ſpecial occafions, 


- whichmay afford matter of ſpeciall Petitions 


and Thankſgivings ; Ir is requiſite to expreſſe 
ſomewhar in our publique Prayers (as at this 
time, it is our duty to pray for a blefling upon 
the Aſſembly of Divines, the Armies by Sea and 
Land, for the defence of the King, Pariiament 
and Kingdome.): Every Miniſter is herein toap< 
ply himſelfe in his Prayer before, or after his 
Sermon to thoſe occaſions ; but for the manner, 
he is left to his liberty as God ſhall dire& and 
enable him, in piety and wiſedome to diſcharge 
his duty, 

The Prayer ended, let a Pſalm be ſang ifwith 


| conyeniency it may: be done. After wE.ich (uns 


lefſe ſome other Ordinance of Chriſt that con» 


cerneth the Congregation at thar time be to fol- 


low) Ice the Miniſter &iſmifſe the Corgregation- * 
/ 


| wha ſolemne bleſling, 


, 
, 
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THE 


Adminiſtration of the Sacra. | 
ments « G 


And firſt, Ot Barr 1 5ME 


Id APTISME, As it is not unneceſſarily to be 
| delayed, fo isitnot to be adminiſtred in 


| 


any caſe by any private perſon ; bur by a Mink | 


Ker of Ch:tiſt, calledrco be the ſteward of the mp». 
Keries of God, i | 
Nor is to be adminiſtred in private places, « 
privately, but inthe place of publique wor 
andin the face of the Congregation, where t 

People may moſt conveniently ſee and heary | 
andnot in the places where Fonts in the timeof 
F uy were unkfitly and ſuperſticiouſſy ple 
ced. 


The Childe to be baptized, after notice given | 
tothe Miniſter the day before, is to be preſented. 


by the Father, (or in caſe of his neceſſary ab» 

ſence,) by ſome Chriſtian friend in his place, pro- 

fe ſing his earncſt deſire thar the Child may be. 
baptized. | | 

Before Baptiſine,, the Miniſter 1s to uſe ſome 

| wards 


_ 
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Of Baptiſme, 27 
words of InftruRion, touching the Inſtitution, 
Nature, Uſe, and ends of this Sacrament : Shew= 
ing, 

That it # inſlituted by our Lord Jeſus Chrift 3; 
That it is aSegleof the (ovenant of grace, of 5ut 
inorafiing into Chriſt, and of cur Vn:on with hiz;, 
of Remiſſuon of ins, Regeneration, Adopticy, and 
Life eternal: That the water in Baptiſne repriſen. 
teth and fenifieth, both the blood of Chriſ?, which 
taketh away all guilt of ſinne, Original and Altual, 
and the ſantifying vertue of the Spirit of Chrift, 
againſt the Dominion of ſinne, and the Corruption 
of our finful nature ; That Beptixing, or Sprink- 
ling and waſhing wit h Water, frenifieth the clean- 
fing from finne by the Blood, and for the Merit of 


Chriſt, together with the Mortification of pr, and 


nong from fnto newneſſe of life, by vertue of the 


| Death &- Reſurreftion of Chriſt; Chat the Promuſe zs 


wade to Beleevers and theirſeed, and that the ſecd 
and' pefterity of the faithfull, born within the 
Church, have by their birth, intereſt in the cove 
nant, and right to the Sealerfit, and to the out- 
ward Priviledges of the Church under the Goſpel, 
10 leſſe then the children of Abraham in the time 
of the Old Teftament ;, the Covenant of Grace, far 


Jubſtance being the ſame; and the Gace of Ged, 


end the Conſolation of Beleevers, more: plentiſull 
then before: That the Sonne of God admitted. 
little ebildren into bis Preſence, embracing and 
bleſſing them, ſaying, For of ſuch is the Kingdome 
of G8d ; That children by Baptiſme are ſolemnly 
received into the boſome of the vifible Church, ai» 

B 4 | Sits | 


3ZO Of Bapti/me. 


Ttingn ſhed from the world, and them that ap 
without, and uned with beleevers, and that of 
whoare baptized in the Name of Chriſt, do n. 
ounce, and by ther Baptiſne are bound to fight 6 
gatalt the Devil, thelworld, and the Fliſh. Thy 
thy are Chriftians and fadexally holy before By, 
tilme, and therefore are they baptized. Tat thy 
?nward grace and vertueof Baptiſme 3s 01 tied ty 
that very moment of time wherein it 15 adminjired 
and that the fruit and power thertof, reachethty 
tbe whole coxrſe of our life; and that outwail 
Baptiſmeis not ſo neceſſary, that through the way 


thereof the Infant isin danger of Dawmnation, u\ 


che Parents guilty, if they do not contemn or Wg- 
1efa the Ordinance of Chrift, when and wheeut 
may be had. : 
| Intheſeor the like Inſtryions, the Miniſter 
iS to uſe his own liberty, and godly Wiſedome, 
as the ignorance or Erroursin the DoaQrine 
Baptiſme, and the Edification of the People ſhul 
IEQUITC» RO ;.— 1 
: He is alſo to admoniſh all that- ars.pre- 
ent, | 

To!o0k bach to their Baptiſme * to repent of thin 
ſns againſt their Covenant with God, to flirrew 


tbe fuith, to improve and make the right uſelf 
their Bapliſme ; and of the Covenant ſealed thett 
by betwixt God and their ſruls, | o 
He is to exhort the Parent, | 
To confeder the great mercy of God to bum add 
his ch:{de ; To bring up the childe inthe Know 


| 
| 


ledge of the erounds of the Chriſtian Religion, and | 


Wt 


Of Baptiſme; Tt 
in the nurtare and admoniion of the Lord, and to 
let him know the danger of Gods wrath to himſelf, 
and childe, if be be negligent ; Requiring bs (0+ 
lemae Promiſe for the Performance of his 
duty. 

1 his being done, Prayer is alſo tobe joyncd 
with che Word of Inſtitution, for ſanRifying the 
water tothis ſpiritual uſe, and the Miniſter 1s to 
pray to this or the like effe& ; 

That the Lord, who bath not left 14 as Aran» 
vers without the Covenantof Promiſe, but called us 
to the Privaledgesof his Ordinances, would graci- 
onſly roxchſafe to ſanFiifie and bleſſe his own Ordie 
nance of Baptiſm at thistim? : That be would jojn: 
the inward Baptiſme of bis Spirit with the outward 
Baptiſm? of water ; makethis baptiſme to the In» 
fant a Seale of adoption, Remiſſgon of $in, Rege« 
neration and eternallife, and of all other Promifes 
of the Covenant 'of Grace: That the childe may be 
planred into the ltheneſſe of the Death and \Reſurre- 
fon of Chrift, andthat tbe budy of Sin being de+ 
frogedin him, he may ſerve God innewneſſe efti/e 
alt bis days. 

Then the Miniſter is to demand the Name 
of the Childe, which being rold' him, he 
is to fay, (calling the Childe by his 
Name) 

I baptize thee in the Name of the-F ath*r, of the 
S9n, ard of the Holy Ghoft. | 

As he pronounceth: theſe words; he istobap- 
tiſe the childe with water : which for: the man» 
ner of doing it, ,is notonly lawfull, bur ſufficient 

_ B $ ard 


1% ire bis infancy, the Lord, who ws 1b in ment, 


be numbreth us among bu Saints, but is pleaſed 


Of Baptiſme, 


2Z ia 
| and moſtexpedient tobe, by powring or ſprink | x4; 
ling of the water onthe face et the child, with| 01 


out adding any other Ceremony. _ . 

This done, he is to give thanks andpray, t 

this or the like purpoſe ; | 
Acknewledging with all Thankfulneſſe that the 

Lord 3s true and faithfull in keeping Covenant and 

mercy ; That keis good and eracions, not only mn tha 


alſo to beſtow upon our children this fiagular #0] m; 
ken and badge of bis love in Chriſt ; That in by] ſte 
truth and ſpectal Providence, he daily bringeth (ons | pri 
znto tbe boſume of his Church, to be partakers ff 
bis inefitmable benefits, purchaſed by the blood of co 
his deare Sonne, for the continuance and increaf | 1d 
of his Church. ] aft 


ins people ; T hat if he ſh2ll be taken out of this lift | 


would be pleaſed to recezve him up into gory ; and 
of beltve and attain the years of diſcretion, that thi 
Lora would fo teach him by his Word and Spirit,and | 
awake bis Baptiſme effeftuall tobim, aud ſo uphold 
him by bis divine power and grace, that by Faith | V 
be may preuaileagain(i the Devil, the warld, and | 
the Fleſh, tillinthe end be obtatn a ſull and dl | 
wiitory, and (0 be kept by the power of Godthns wh || 


Of the Lords Smpper, 33: 
raith unto ſalvation throueh 7eſus Chriſt our 
Lord, 


FOO: £6 
pfthe Celebration, of the Communion or Sacrameune 
of the Lords Supper» ' 


THe Communion, or Supper of the Lord is: 

. trequently to be Celebrared : Bur how often, 
may be conſidered and deterinined by the Mini- 
tersand other Church governours ofeach Con« 
pregation, as they ſhall finde moſt convenient. 
or the comfort and edification of the people 
committed to their chatge. Ayd when it ſhall be 
ximiniſtred, we judge it convenient tO be done 
xfcer the morning Sermon. 

The ignorant and the ſcandalous are nor fic to, 
receive the Sacrament of the Locds Supper. 

Where this Sacrament cannot with convenien=: 
y be frequently adminiſtred, it isrequifite that. 
publike warning be given the Sabbatl-day be- 
fore the adminiſtration thereof ; and that ether 
then, or on ſome day of that week, ſomething} 
concerning that Ordinance, and the due Prepa» 
ation thereunto, and participation thereot be. 
aught, that by the diligent uſe ofall means fan- 
tied of God to that end, both in publique and: 
private,allmay come berter prepared to that hea» 
venly Feaſt. w NT 
| When the day is come for Adminiſtration, the. 
Miniſter having ended. his. Sermon and Prayer,' 


ball make a ſhort Exhorcations - 
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24 Of the Loyds Supper, 


E xpreſſine the ineſtimable benefit we bave ly thi 
Sacrament ; together withthe ends and uſe there, 
ſetting forth the great neceſſity of having 0ut com: 
forts and ſireneth reaewed thereby, inthis our Pib 
grimage and warfare. How neceſſaryit is that iy 
come unto it with Knowledge, Faith, Repentana, 
Love, and with huneting and thirſting ſouls afty 
C brift and his benefits: How great the danger tow 
axd drink unwortbily. b 

Next, he isin the name of Chriſt ou the 07 pant, 
to warn allſuch as are Ignorant, Scandalons,. Pro 
ſane, or that live in any ſin or offence againſt thei 
knowledge or conſcience, that they preſume not h 
come to that holy Table, ſhewing them, that be thi 
eateth and arinketh unworthily, eateth and drix 
keth judgement unto himſilfe ; and on the other 
part, be is in efpeciall manner to invite and encan 
rage all that labour under the ſenſe of the buy: 
den of thiir fats, and feare of wrath, and defn 
z0 reach out unto agreater Progreſjein grace, that 
yet they Can altaine unto, to come to the Lordi 
Table ; aſſuring themin the ſame name, of eaſe 6 
Freſbing and firenzth to their weake and wearitd 
ſouls. | KY 

. After this Exhortation, Warning and Inviry| 
tion, the Table being before decently covercd} | 
and ſo conveniently placed, that the Commun# 
cants.may orderly bt about it, or-at itz The My 
niſter is to beginthe ation with ſanQifying and 
blefling the elements of Bread 2nd Wine ſer bt 
fore him (the Bread in comely and . conyenie®] 
veltels, ſoprepargd,. thar. being broken. byhis 
1116 


— 
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Of the Lords Supper. | 25 


and given, it may be diſtributed omongſt the 
Communicanrs: The wine alſo inlarge Cups ;) 
having firſt in a few words ſhewed : That thoſe 
elements othetwiſe common , are now ſet 
apart and ſanRified- to this holy uſe, by the 
word of Inftitution and Prayer: | 
Let the words of Inſtitution be read out of the 
Eyangeliſts, or out of the firſt Epiſtle of the A= | 
poſtle Pay to the Corinthians. ch. ver. 23, 4 | 
have receivedof the Lord,&c.to the 27.verl, which | 
the Miniſter may when he ſeeth requiſite, ex+ | 
plaine and apply. 
Let the Prayer, Thankſgiving;or Blefling of the 
Bread and Wine be ro this effe&:. * 
71th humble aad: hearty acknowledeement 
of the greatneſſe of our miſery ; from which 
neither man nor Angel was able to. deliver us ; and 
of our ereat unworthineſſeof the leaſt of all God's 
mercies, to give thanks 10 God for all his benefits, 
and eſpecially for that great benefit of our Redemp- 
tion, the loveof God the Father, the ſufferings. 
and merits-of the Lord Jeſus Chrifh the Soune of 
God, by which we are delivered; and for all 
means of Grace, therord and Sacraments, ayd 
for this Sacramentin particular, bywhich Chrift 
and all his benefits are applied and ſealed up unto: 
u, which uotwitbitanding the denial of them un - 
to others, arein great meicy continged unto us, af* 
ter ſo much and long abuſeof them all; 
Toprofeſſe.that there is no other name under hea- 
ven, by. which we cau be ſaued, but the.wame of 
Jeſus Chriſt by whom: alone we *eceive a 


1} = F 
Milk 36 


iff} According tothe boly inſtitution, command ant: | 
k 


' whohath loved us, and gruin himſelf for 16 « 


| Word and Prayer, the Miniſter being at the 


Of the Lords Snpper, 
\ and life, bave acceſſe to the thrane of Grace, are 4 
admitted to eat and drink at bis own Table, aud | 
ere ſealed up by his Spirit to an aſſurance of happy 
eſſe and ererlaſting life, 8 
Earneſtly to pray to God the father of all mercig; 
and God of all Conſolation, to vouchſafe his gvacis 
ous preſence, and the effeftlual working of his fdi-þ g 
1iztinus, and ſo to ſanittifie theſe Elements both of 
Bread and wine, and tobleſſe his own Ordinance, 
that we may receive by Faith the Body and Blood of 
Teſus Chriſt crucified for us, and-fo to feed upon | 
him, that he may be one with us, and we with him, | 
that be may live in us, and wein him, and to him, | 


' All which he is toendeavout io perform with | 
' ſuirable affe<Rions anſwerable to tuch an holy, | 
 ag&ion, and to ſtir up the like in the Peoples + 

The Elements being now ſanRifed- by-the | 


4 Table, isto take the bread in his hand, and ſay 
} in theſe expreſſions : (or other the like, uſed: 
| by Chriſt or his Apoſtle upon this occas 
' fion. | 


| 


' example of our bleſſed Saviour Teſus Chriſt, 1, 
j take this Bread, and having gven thanks, I break 
' it andgiveit untoyou, (There the Munilter, who, f © 

' Is alſo himſelfe ro communicate, isco break the: | 


\ Bread, and giye ir ro the Communicants ;) 
\\ | Taker ee, eate yee, this:8the Bydy of. Chriſt. which- 


' 3s broken ſoryow, do this in remembrance of | 


\ ; Bis | 7 » 
{ It 
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Of the Lords Supper, 37 


In like manner the Miniſter isto take the Cup, 
nd ſay in theſe expreſſions, (or other the like, 
ſed by Chriſt orthe Apoſtle upon the ſame oc« 
calionz) ts 

According to the Inſtitution, command, and ex- 
pple of ou? Lord Feſus Chriſt, 1 take this Cup, and 
ive it unto youy (Here he giveth it unto the 
Communicants :) This Cupzs the New Teftament 
:n the blood of Chriſt, which is ſhed for - the 
remiſſion of the 61s of many; Drink yee all of 
it, - 

After all have communicated, the Miniſtex 
way in a few words put them in minde, 

Of the grace of God in Feſus Chriſt, held forth 


in this Sacrament, and exhott them to walk wor- 
thy of it. 
_The Miniſter is to give ſolemne thanks to 
od, 
For his rich mercy, and invaluable goodneſſe 
vouchſafed to them mgthat Sacrament, and 16 in« 
treat for pardon for W790 of the whole ſervice, 
and for the gracious aſſiſtance of bis gogd Spirit, 
whereby they may be enabledto walk in the fivengtb 
of that Grace, as becometh thoſe whs have received 
 fogreat Pledges of ſalvation. : 
The ColleQion for the poore is ſo to be grder® 


| ed, thar no partof the publiq UC worſh 1 be there= 
by hindreds- P - 
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3$ Of the SanBification 


hy = AI earn — ſol 
Of the Sanitification of the Loyds day, * 4 
2M 311) 


He Lords day ought to be fo remembre{ 
beforehand, as that all worldly bufines oh 
our ordinary callings may be ſoordered, andfih\ p! 
timely and ſealonably laid:afide, as they my 
not be impediments to the duc ſanRifying of the 
day when it comes, 

The whole Day is to: be celebrated as holy nt 
tothe Lord, both in publique and'private, as bs 
ing the Chriſtian Sabbath. To which end irdl 
requiſire, that rhere be a holy cefſazion, .or reſt 
ing allthe Day, from all unneceffary laboun 
and an abſtaining not only from all ſporcs and 
paſtimes, but alſo from all worldly words and 
thoughts, 

That the Diet on that Day be ſo ordered, az 
that neither ſervants be unneceflarily detained} 
from the publique worſhip of God, nor any of 
ther Perſons hindred from the ſanRifying-that 
days 
 Thatthere be private Preparation of every © 
perſon or family, by Prayer for themſelves, andj 
for Gods aſſiſtance of the Miniſter, and for a blef 
ſing upon his Miniſtry, and by ſuch holy exer«} 3 
ciſes,48 may fu:rher diſpoſe them to a more com} C 
fortable Communion with God ia his publique} ? 

t 


Ordinances. | 
; Thar all the People meer ſo timely for pubs 
 Jique worſhip, that the whole Congregation ma}: 


7 


Of the Lords day. 39 


be preſent at the beginning, and with one heart 


ſolemnly Joyn together in all parts of the pubs "6 


lique wo. ſhip3 and nor depart till after the bleſ- 
10g. | 
1hat what time is vacant, between or after 
the lolemne meeting of the Cengregation in 
publique, be ſpent in Reading, Meditation, Re-= 
petition of Sermons, (eſpecially by calling their 
families tc an account of what they have heard,) 
and Catechizing of them, Loly conferences, 
Prayer for a bleſling upon the publique Ordi-» 
nances, finging of Pſalmes , viſiting the ſick, 
relieving the poore, and ſuch like duties of pis 
ety, charity and mercy ,accounting the Sabbatha 
delight, - 


ETC 
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The Solenmization of Marriage, 


& ug Matriage be no Sacrament, not 
peculiar to the: Church of God, but com+ 
mon to mankinde, and of publike intereſt in e- 
very Common wealth, yet becauſe ſuch as mar- 
ty areto marry in the Lord, and have ſpeciall 
need of Inſtruction, DireRion, and Exhortation, 
from the Word of God at their eptring into ſuch - 
a new condition ; and of the blefhng of God up- 
on them therein; we judge it expedient , thaz 
Marriage be ſolemnized by a lawful miniſter of 
theW ord that he may accordingly counſel them, 
and pray for a bleifing upon them, 


Ma r- 


'ro be of y-ars of d{cretion, fic tro make the h 
own choice, or upon good grounds to give th 


 veniency it may be done) endeayouring ro ob | 
' tain their conſenr. 


* 4o Ofthe ſolemnization of Marriage. 
Marri-ge isto be beiwix one man and 
woman only; andrthey, fuch as are nor with 


the degrees of Conſanguinity or Afſhnity prof 
blred by the Word of God, And the parties 


mutual conſent. I 
Before the ſolemniz ing of Marriage betws 
any Perſons, th-ir purpoſe of Marriage ſhall WY" 
publiſhed by the Miniſter three ſeverall Sag®* 
bath-daysin the Congregation, at che placet liq 
places of their mcſt uſual and conſtant abode 
ſpeRively,And of this Publication,the Miniſtay . 
whois to joyn them in Marriage, ſhall haveſt , th 
ficient Teſtimany, before he proceed to ſolew a] 
Z1zc the Marriage. 
Before that Publication of ſuch their pur ® 
poſe (if the Parties be under age) the conſent 'd 6 
the Parents, or others under whole power th f 
are, (in caſe the Parents be dead) is to be mi L 
known to the Church: officers of that Congreph| © 
tion te be Recorded- — 
The like is to be obſerved in the proceeding * 
of all others, although of age, whoſe Parents aft | 
living, for their firſt Marriage- And 1n after May 
riages of either of thoſe. parties, they ſhall bee] * 
horted not to contrat Marriage, without fi} 


acquainring their Parents with ir, (if with con 


( 


| 


Parents ought not to force their children 
marry without their free conſent, nor deny thett 
” g 


Of the ſolemnization of Marriage, Al 


wn conſent without juſt cauſe. 

After the purpoſe or contra of Mattiage hath 
been thus publiſhed, the Atarriage is not re be 
ong deferred. Therefore the Miniſter, baving 
had convenient warning, and nothing being ob- 
Red to hinder it, is publiquely to ſolcmnize« it 
in the place appointed by Authority for publick 
Worſhip, betore a comperent number of credible 
witneſſes, at ſome convenient houre of the day, 
atany time of the year. except on a day of pub- 
lique Humiliation, and we adviſc thatit be not 
on the Lords day. 

And becauſe all Relations are ſanQified by 
the Word and Prayer, the Miniſter is to pray for 
ablefſing upon them tothis effeR : 

Achnowledging our hereby we bave made 
our {clues leſſe then the Teaft of all the mercies of 
God, and provok'd him to imbitter all oar com- 
forts, carneſily in the Name of Ch;iſt tointreat the 
Lord, (whoſe preſence and favour ws the happineſſe 
of every condition, and ſweetens every Relation, ) 
to be their Portion, toown and accept them in Chist, 
who are nom to be Joyned im the Honourable Eflate 
of Mar7:age,the Covenant of their God: And that as 
be hath brought them togetber by his Providence, be 
woutd ſanttifie them by his Spirit, etuing them 4 
new frame of beart, fit for their new eftate ; en- 
rching them with all Graces, whtreby they-may 
performe the duties, enjoy the comforts, undergo the 
cares, andreſiſt the templations which accoms 
pany that condition as becometh Chriſtians. 

The Prayer being ended, ir is convenient that 


the 


42 Of the ſolemnization of Marriage, 
the Miniſter do briefly declare unto them ouy of 
the Scripture, I 
by The l:ftitution, Vſeand Endsof Mairiage, wi 
|| the Conjuga! dutics, which in all faithfulnefſe il. 
|, are to"crform each to other,exhorting them to tn 
the holyword of God, that they may l:arze toy 
by faith, and to be content in the mids of all Mig ft 
riagecares and troubles, ſanitifying Gods nan, . 
thankful, ſober, and boly uſe of all Conjugal ea, 
forts, praying much with, and for one anuthifs; 
\, watching over, and provoking each 0ther to lnlf 
and good w1rks, and to live together as the beiridfl 1 
t heGrace of life. "by; 
After ſolemne charging of the perſons ro, 
married before that great God, who fearch, 
all hearts, and to whom,chey muſt give a irg,; 
account at the lat Days that if either of thay 
know any cauſe by precontraQt or otherwiſe,wl 
they may not lawfully proceed ro marriage,thi 
they now diſcoverit: The Minifter (it no io 
pedimentbe - aan, 19 (hall cauſe, firſt, hh 
man to take the woman by the right hand, ſayin 


theſe words, "Udi 
'  fajtbfill Husband unto thee, until God ſhallſel 
| Fatens by death. Y; 
yp 0 | - Fr 
Then the woman ſhall take the man by Wc 
right hand, and ſay theſe words. = 
Li 


/ 


p, 
W/ 


I N: do taketbee N. to be my married iife, ay 
do, in the preſence of God, and before this (ongth 
gation, promiſe and covenant tobe a loving alt 
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1 N. dotake thee N. to be my married hiySband, 
1d1 doin the preſence of God, and before this C0 
reeation, promiſe and covenant to be a loving faith- 
, and obedient Wife unto thee, untit God hall (e- 
gi ae 465 bz death. 


Then without any fucther Ceremony the Mi- 
iRer ſhall in the face of the Congrepation, pro. 
ounce them to be Husband and Wife , accor- 
ing toGods Ordinance; and ſo conclude the a- 
tion with Prayer ro this cficQ, 


That the Lord would be pleaſed to arcompaty bis. 
wn Ordinance with his bleſſing, beſeeching bim to- 
mich the perſons now married , as With other 
ledge oof his love, ſo particularly with the comforts 
nd ſruits of marriages to the praiſe of his abundant 
werity,in and through Chai 7 efſ1ts, EL | 

A Regiſter is to be carefully kept, wherein the. 
Namzs of the pariiesſo married, with the timeof 
heir marriage, are forthwithto be fairly Recgrs 
ded-in a Book provided for that purpoſe, far.the- 
peruſal of all whom ir may concerns , -_ 


Concerning Viſttation"ftheſick. © _ |. 


T is the duty of the Minifter,' not 'onely to: 
teach the People committed to this charge, in 
publiquezibut privately, and particularly to ad= 
moniſh,exhort, reprove and comfort them, izp« 
0 all ſcaſonable occaſions, ſo farreas his time, 
Nrength 


| more awakened to bethink themſelves of this 


caſes come not by chance or by diſtempers'of 


4.4. Of the Viſitation of the ſick, * 
ſtrength, and pe: ſonall ſafery will permit, F' 
He is to admoniſh them, in time of heald 
prepare for death; and for that purpoſe th 
are ufren to conferre with their Miniſter abyg 
the eſtate of their ſouls : and intimes of fickng 
to delire his advice and help, ti.nely and fſeaf 
ably , before their ſtrength and underſtands} 
faile them. 
\ Times of ficknefſe and afflition, are ſpec 
opportunities put into his hand by God , row 
niſter a word in feaſon to weary ſoules : becat 
then the Conſciencer of men are, or ſhould 


ſpirituall eſtates for Eternity ; and Satan a 
takes advantage then, to load them more 
ſore and heavie temptations. Therefore the \ 
niſter being ſent for, and repairing to the fick," 
to apply himſelfe with all cendernefle and lovey 
ad-ninifter ſome {pirituall guod to his ſoul, ro'tl 
effe&s © in 
.. He may, fromthe confideration of the pref 
fickneſſ; inftruR him our of Scripture, that a 


dy onely , but by the wiſe and orderly guidai 
of the good hand of God to every particular pe 
ſon ſmitten by them. And that whether it 
Jaid upon him our of diſpleaſure for fin, for Þ 
correction and amendment, or for triall ane 4 
erciſes of his graces, or for other ſpeciall andy Wy 
cellent ends, all his ſufferings ſhall rarne to'l 
profit, and woik rogether for his good, if he 
cerely labour ro make a {anRified uſe of ri 
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ſtation, neither deſpifting his chaſtening, nor 
zxing wear y of his correttion. 

If he ſuſpe& him of ignorance, he ſhall exa- 
ine him in the Principles of Religiop, eſpecial. 
 rouching Repentance and Faith and as he 
eth cauſe, inſtru@ himin the nature, uſe, ex. 
llency, and neccflity of thoſe graces ; as alſo 
uching rhe Covenant of Grace, and Chriſt the 
on of God,the Mediatour of it, and concerning 
-miflj on of fins by faich in him, 

- He ſhall exhort the fick perſon to cxamine 
imſelfe, to ſearch and try his former wayes, and 
is eſtate towards God. 

And if the fick perſon fhall declare any ſcru= 
le, doubr or tempration, that is upon him, in- 
tufions and reſolucions ſhall be given to ſatiſe 
c and ſettle him. | 

If itappeare that heharh not a due ſenſe of his 
Ins, endeavours ought to be uſed to convince 
um of his ſins, of the guilt and deſerr.of them, 
f the filth and pollution which' the ſoule 
ontracts, by them and. of the curſe- of the 
law, and-. wrath of God. due tos. them ; 
mathe may berruly affeted with, and humblcd 
x them ;.and withall ro.make- krown:the. dan= 
ſer of deferring Repenrance, and of negleQing 
alvation ag any time offered, to awaken hisCon- 
cence and row;ze him our of a ſtupid and ſecure 
ondition,,zo 3pprehend the juſtice and wrath of 

0d, beforewhatn none can ftand,,' bur he' thar 
ing loſt in himſelfe, layeth hold upon Chriſt 
YEE 

=: lt 


46 Of the Viſitation of the fick, 
If he have endeavoured to walk in the wy 
of holmeſle, and to ſerve Godin uprightn 
alrhough not without many failings and infir 
ties; or if his ſpirit be broken with the ſenſ 
WF! ſin, or caſt downe thorow want of the ſenſe 
Gods favour, then it will be fitto raiſe himi 
; by ſetting before him the freenefie and fulng 
 '/ of Gods grace, the ſufficiency of righteouſh 
| in Chriſt, the gracious offers in the Goſpel, i 
| all who repent and beleeve wich all cheir hay 
In Gods mercy through Chriſt, renouncing th 
, own Rightcouſnefle, ſhall have lifc and (al 
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fl It may be alſo uſefull r> thew him, 'that de 
'; hathiniitnoSpiritualevill co be feared by th 


| |, rhatarein Chriſt, becauſe fin, the ſting of des 

i 15 taken away by Chrift, who hath delivered 
thatare his from the bondage of the fear 
\ death, triumphed over the grave, given us 
| Qory, is Hinſelfe entred into glory, to prep 
} a place forhis people : Sothat neither life 
1: deathſhallbeablero ſeparate them from 
| ove in} Chrift, in whom ſuch are ſure, thol 
now they muſt be laid in the duſt, to obrtait 
-_ and glorious ReſurreQion to ete x 
life. Y 
. Advice alſo may be givengas to beware of al 
grounded perſwafion on mercy, or on the 26 
n2(iſe of his condition for Heaven, ſo'to diſc . 
all merit in himſelf, and rocaſt himfelf whi 
upon God for tnercy in the ſole Metirs andy 
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e|fe never to caſt off chem, who iatcuth and fin + 
eriry come unto him, Care alſo muſt be raken, 
hat the fick Perſon be not caſt down into de- 
paire by ſucha ſevere Repreſentation of the 
yrath of Gad due to him tor his ſins, as is not 
pollified by a ſeaſonable propounding of Chriſt 
1nd his Merit, for a door of hope to every petit- 
centheleever. 

When the fick perſon is beſt compoſed, may 
be leaſt diſturbea, and other neceflary offices a» 
deut bimleaſt hindred, the Miniſter, if defired, 


hall pray with him, and for him to this eff:& 
Conjeſiing and bewailing of ſinne Origizall an 
{fuall, the miſerable condition of all by nature, 
p being children of Wrath, aud under tbe Curſo, 
thnowledging that all Diſeaſes, Sickneſſes, Death, 
&:d Hell zt fs are the proper iſſues and effefts 
thereof: Iploring Gads merey for the fck perſon 
thaugh the bland of Chrifl,. beſeeching that G 
would apen tus eyes, diſcover unto bim his (ins,cauſe 
bmtoſee himfelf loft in himſelf, make known tg 
bnthe cauſe why God ſmiteth him, reveal 7eſus 
Chrif to bis ſaule for Rightgouſneſſe and life, gue 
kao him his holy Spirit to create and ſtrengtbex 
lath, tolay bold upon C briſt, to work in bim com- 
jortable evidences of bzs love, toarme bim again 
lemptations, 20 takeoff his heart from the warld, 
Þ ſanGifie bis preſent Viſtatian, to furniſh 
wn with patience aud flirength to bear it , 
us fo grwe bim perſeverancein faith tothe end. 
That if Gad ſhall pleaſe to adde to his days, be 
would weuchſaſe ro bl oa fanfiifie alt neu of 


48 Of the Viſitation of the ſick, 

his Recovery, to 7emove the diſcaſe, renew ji! 
(irengih, and cnable him to walk wort by of God Ms 
a fait ful remembrance, and diligent obſerumgAhi 
ſuch viws and promiſes of holineſſe and obedimy 
as men are apt to wake in tines of fickneſſe, that | 
may glorifie God in the remaining part of hs lify, 
Andif God hate determined to finiſh his dat \ 
by the preſent Viſitation, he may finde ſuch evidenl 
of the pardon «\ hs ſins, of hs snterefi ix Chriſt,qf(d: 
eternal life by Chriſt, as may cauſe hu inward mÞ* 
to be renewed wh:le bis outward man decayeth;g{di 
he may behold Decth without fear, caſt bimſt 
wholly upon” Ch1iſt without doubting, deſire tel" 
diſſolved and to be with Chriſt, and ſo recevitl® 
end of his Faith, the ſalvation of bis Soul, thralffi© 
th: only merits -and interceſſion of” the Lord Jo®" 
Chrift,our alone Saviour and Alt ſufficient Redeem 
The Miniſter ſhall admoniſh him alſo, (as th 
ſhali becauſe) toſertns houſe in order, ther 
ro prevent inconveniences, to take care for ll 
payment of his debts, and to make reſtiturioit 
ſatisfaftion where he hath done any wrong,'l 
be reconciled rothoſe with whom he hath beet 
variance, and fully ro forgiveall wen theirtif 
"paſſes againſt him, 'as he expects forgivenelſ{ 
the LS Gage: £m. 
Laſtly, the Miniſter mayimprove the pre"! 
occaſion to exhort thoſe about the fick Perfon} of 
conſider their own mortality, to return rgf 
Lord and make Peace with him ; in healtff 
prepare for ſicknefle, death, and jadgementgl 

all the days of their appoinced time, ſo to'# 
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ntill their change come, that when Chriſt, who. 
; our life ſhall appeare, they way appear with 
im in glorye 


Concerning Bnriall of the dead. 


\ A J Hen any Perſon departerh this life, let 

the dead Body upon the day of Burial,be 
cently attended from the houſe to the place ap- 
zoinred for publique Buriall, and there lname- 
lately interred withour any Ceremony. 

And becauſe the cuſtomes of kneeling down, 
nd praying by, or towards the dead Corps, and 
other ſuch uſages in the place where 1t lies, be= 
fore it be carried ro Buriall, are ſuperſticious : 
and for that, praying, reading, and finging both 
ingoing to, and at the Grave have been groſly 
abuſed, are no way beneficial to rhe dead} and 
hive proved many ways hurtfull to the” li- 
ving,therefore ler all ſuch things belaid akde. * 

Howbeit, we Judge it very convenient, that 
theChriſtianfriends, which accompany the dead 
body to the place appointed for publique Burial, 
do apply themſelves tro meditations and confes 
rences ſuitable to rhe occaſion::* A nd 'thar'the 
Miniſter, a5 upon other occaſions fo at this tine, 
if he be preſent, may pucthem in remembtance 
of their duty. Fea» 

Thatthis ſhall not extend co deny any Civill 
reſpe&s or differences at the Burial, - {itable ro 
the rank and condition of the Partie deceaſed 
Whiles he was living» + 
: C 2 Concerning 


5o Of Pablike Faſting. 


Cancerning Publique Solrmn Faſting. 


WE ſome great and notable Judgeny 


are either inflicted upon a People, or; 
parcitly imminent, or by ſome extraordin 
provocations notoriouſly deſerved; as al 
when ſome ſpeciall bleſſing is to be ſoughe; 
obtained, Publique ſolemn Faſting (which 
continue the whole Day) isa Duty that Gog 
peRetih from the Nation, or People. Y 
A Religious Faſt requires totall abſting 
nat only from all food (unlcfle bodily weaky 
da manifeſtly diſable from halding our vill 
Faſt be ended, in which caſe ſomewhar my 
taken,yet very ſparinglyzto ſupport nature 
ready to faint;) buralſo from all worldly lebl 
diſcourſes and thoughts, and from all bodily 
lights, (although at other rimes lawfull) rich 
arell, ornaments and ſuch like , during; 
aſt ; and much more from what ever is, w 
nature, or uſe, ſcandalousor offenſive ; as, MW 
riſh attire, laſcivious habits and geſtures, an 
ther vanities of cither ſex, which we recomml 
Ttoall Miniſters-in their places, diligently 
zecaloufly to reprove, as at other times, ſo 
cially.art a Faſt, withour reſpeR -of Perſang 
here ſhall be occaſion, . 
\ Before the publique meeting, each Fam 
and Perſon. apart, are privately to uſe all BY 
gions care, to prepare their hearts ro ſuch 
Iemn work,and robe early at the Congregell 
$olarge a portion of the Nay, as conven 


— 
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Of Publike Faſting. Fr 
Aly may be, is ro be ſpent in publique Readingy 
and Preaching of tne Word, with Gnging of 
Palmes fir to quicken affeft ions ſuirable to ſuch 
Duty ; bur eſpecially in P rayer tothisor the 
like effeR ; 
Giving 2'ory to the great Majeſly of God, the 
eatour, Preſtrver, and ſuprcam Kuley of all the 
ld, the bettcy to affi tt ns thereby with a holy 
Arrverence and awe of Him, Achnowledging bis 
Wncrifold, preat, and tender meraes, eſpecially tg 
jhe church and N ation, 1Þt more effefiualty 10 ſof+ 
tn 2yd abaſe our hearts before kim. Humbly con 
ſing of fns of all ſorts, with their ſeveral aggra.. 
tation: Zaftifying Gods righteous Fudgements, as 
bring farre leſſe then onr ſins do deſtroe ; y*t hum- 


'} ſetv:s, the Church and Nation, for our Kerne, 

md alin Aathbority, and for all others for whom we 

We bound to pray, (according as the preſenrezigene 
rquireth) with more ſpecial importunity and en. 

largement then at other times, Applying by fatth 
the Promiſes and Goodneſſe of God, for Pardon, 
lelpe and Deiverance ſrom the evils felt, feared, 

Ir deſtived, andf.r cbtaimine the bleſſings whith 

we uced and expedt, together with a gruing, np' of 
Jourſelves wholly and for ezer unts the Lord: 

In all theſe, the Miniſters, whoare the mouths: 
of the Pcople unto God, ought ſ6ro ſprak fiom 

I their hearts upon ſerious, and'through premeti< 
tation of them, that. both themſelves and thcir' 
People may be much affeRed, and cven melried 
thereby : eſpecially with -ſ6rrow. for their fins, 

| G. 3; that 


bly and earneſtly imploring his muy and grace for | 


| 
{ 


thac God hath ſmelt a ſweet favour in Chill 


' them, by anſwers of Grace, in pardoning of fin, 
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thatit may be indeed a Day of dcep Humiliatiq 
and aftli& ing of the ſoul. | 
Special choice is tobe made of fuch Scripturg 
toberead, and of ſuchtexts for preaching,'4 
may beſt work the hearts of the hcarers tothe 
ſpecial bufinefJe of the day, and moſt diſpok 
them to Humiliation and Repentance z infiſty 
moſt on thoſe particulars, which each Miniſte| 
obſervation andexperience tels him are mf 
condicing to the Edification and Reforma. 
on of that Congregation ro which he preachah 
Before thecloſe of the publique Duries, th 
Miniſter is in his own and the Peoples name, t 
10gage his and their hearts ro be the Lords, with 
proteiled purpoſe and reſolution to reforny 
whatever is amiſſe among them, and more pati 
cularly ſuch fins, as they have been more te 
markably guilty of; and to draw neerer uid 
God, andto walk more cloſely and faithful 
with him in new obedience then ever before, 
He is alſoto admoniſh the people with allm 
portunity, that the work of that day doth notend 
with the publique duties of ir, bur that they arek 
to improve the remainder of the day, and of thelt 
whole life, in re-inforcing upon themſelves and 
their familics in private, all.thoſe godly affedi 
ons and reſolutions which they profeſſed in pub 
I:que, as that they may be ſetled in'their- heatn| 
for ever, and themſclvcs may more ſenſibly find 


from their performances, and is pacified toward 


: 
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1in removing of jidgements, In avcriing Or pres 
[ycating af plagues, and in conferring of bleſ- 
/ fngs, ſuitable to the conditions and P:ayers of 
his People, by Jeſus Chriſt, - ; 

| Belide ſolemne and general Faſts injoyned by 
ef authority, we judge that at other times Congre- 
gations may keep days of Fiſting, as divine 
Pcovidence ſhall adminiſter unto them ſpecial 
occaſions, And allo that Families may dothe 
ſame, ſo it be not on days wherein che Congrega» 
tion to which they do belong, is to meer for Faſt- 
ing, or other publique duties of Worſhip. 


| 


© 
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i Conce;ning the Obſervation of days of Publike 
Thankſgiving. 
Hen any ſuch Day is tobe kept, letno» 
tice be given of ir,- and of the occaſion 
therot,fſome convenient rime before,that the p20- 
7] ple may the better prepare themſelves thereuntcs 
The day being come, and the Congregation 
| (after private Preparations) being afſembled, the 
| Miniſter is to begin with a word of exhortation to 
| ſtir upthe People.to the duty for which they are 
j met, and witha ſhort Prayer for Gods afliſtance 
| and blefling, (as at other Conventions for pub- 
4 like Worſhip, according tothe particular occa- 
4 fton of their meeting, 
| Lethimthen make ſome pithy narration of the 
| deliverance obtained, or mercy received,. or of 
| whatever hath occaſioned that aſſembling of the 
Congregation, that all may better under- 
| ſtandit, or be minded of it, and more affeRted 
With.its C4 And 


WW 54 Of days of Pablike Thankſgiving, 
| Uh And becauſe finging of Pſalms is of all othg 
thc inolt proper Ordinance for expreſſing of k 

and Thankſpiving, ler ſome pertinent Platmeg 
Pſaimes be ſing tor thar purpoſe, before or afttt 
the reading of ſom? portion of the Wo:d, ſuis 
able to ihe preſent buſinefle. | 
Then let the Miniſter who is to preach, pra. 
cecd ro further exhortation and Prayer befote 
his Sermon, with ſpecial reference to the preſent 
work : after which tet him preach upon ſomeren | 
Cf Scripture pertinent to the occaſion, | 
Th: Sermon ended, let him only pray, ava 
other times after preaching is direted, withre 
membrance of the ceelities of the Church, 
King and State (if beforethe Sermon they we! 
omitted J bur 1nJarge himſclfe in due and lea 
Thankſpiv:ng for for ver mercies and delivertth 
ces, but more eſpecially for that which ar the prt> 
ſeat cals them together to give thanks ; with 
humble Petition for che continuance and renew 
ing of Gods wonted mercies, as need ſhall by, 
and for ſancifying grace to make a righruſe} 
thereof, And ſo having ſung another Þ ſalme 
ſuirable to the mercy,lerhim diſmifſe the Congres 
gation with a bleſſing, that they may have ſort 
conveniznr time for their repaſt and refreſhing... 
Bur the Miniſter- (before their difmilGon) 
ſolemnly ro : dmanith them, ro beware of all ex 
celſe and1iot, rending ro glurrony or drynken-' 
nefſe, and much more of theſe ſins themſelves 
I'} 3nth-ir cating and refreſhing, and ro take cart 
| {4 har their mirthandrejoycing be nor carngll bi 
8 Jiri 
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ſpirirual, which may wake Gods Praiſe to be 
glorious, and themſelves humble and ſober ; 
and that both their feeding and rejoycin _ may 
| render them, more cheerful}, and inlarged further 
| 10. celebrate his Praiſes in the midſt of the 
{ Congregation when they return unto it, inthe 
|| remainin part of that day, : 
| When the Congregation ſhall be again aſſem- 
| bled, che like courſe 1n praying,reading, preach- 
| ing, finging of Pſalms, and oftering up of more 
| Praiſe and Thankſgiving, that is before dire- 
| Red for the morning, is to be renewed and cunti« 
nued fo farre a3 the rime will give leave. 

Ar one or both of the Publique meetings that 
day, a ColleRion is to be made for the pcore, 
(and in the like manner upon the day of Publique 
 Humfliation) that theic loyns may bleſle us, and; 
| rejoyce the more with us. And the People are to. 
| beexhorred, at the end of the Jatcer meeting, to, 
| pend the refidue of thar day. in holy duties, and. 
eſtifications of Chriſtian love and charicy oge 
towards another, and. of. rejoycing more and, 
| more inthe Lord: as becometh thoſe who make 
tc joy of the Lord their ſtrengths. hs 
Of ſinging of Pſalmes, 
| FT is the duty of Chriſtians rq praiſe God: pub-= 
| Fliquely by finging cf P falmes rogether in the 
| Congregation,and alfo privately in the Pamily, 
In finging of Pſalms, the voice is to be tune» 
| ble and. graycly ordered: Bur, the chicf care 
muſt be, ro ſing with underſtanding, and with. 
| Grace in the heart,making melody unto rheLord. 
Ws That 
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56 Of finging of Pſalms, 
Thar the whole Congregation may joyny 
hereingevery one that can read is to have a Plalh. 
"7 book, and all others, not diſabled by age or & 
\ | therwiſe, aretobe exhorted to learn to read: By: 
ll #2 for the preſent, where many in the Gongregati | 
" {#: - @nCcannotread, it isconvenient that the Miniſter, 
' 1; orſome other fit Perſon appointed by him and] 
''| rheother Ruling Officers, do read the P ſalmy, 
| lineby line before the ſinging thereof. 
An Appenaix touching days and places for Pub. 


lique Worſhip, 

TEX is no Day commandedin Scripture to| 
be kept holy under the Goſpel, bur the 
Lords day, which 1s the Chriſtian Sabbath. {| 
Feſtival days, vulgarly called Holy days, ol 


ving no warrant in the Word of God, are notto 


be continued. | eg 

Neverthelefle, itis lawfull and neceflary, up | 
on ſpeciall emergent occaſions, to.ſeparate a day 
or daysfor Publique Faſting or Ti” 
as the ſeveral. eminent and extraordinary dit: 
penſations of Gods Providence, ſhall adminiſte 
cauſe and opportunity to his People. Wo 
Asno place is capable of any holinefle undet] 
prertence of whatſoeverDedication orConſecrati- 
on,ſo neirher is it ſubjeR to ſuch pollution by a 
Tuperſtition formerly uſed and now laid abdecl 
may render it unlawful or inconvenienc,forChy 
ſtians ro, meet regerher therein for the publique| 
Worſhip of God, And therefore-we hold it.requh 
fice that theplaces of publike aſſembling for wax 
ſhip among, us, ſhoyld be continued and impleyp 
ed tothatuſs. FIN] "I 
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SRENRENESbTERLYN 
4 To the Right Honorable 


The Lords and Commons 
i Aſſembled in Parliament; 


The humble Advice of the Aflem- 
bly of Divines, now ſitting by Ordi- 

| nance of Parliament at ?eſtminſter, 

" | Concerning 


Church-Government. 
| 


The Preface. 
| TEſus Chrift, upon whoſe ſhoulders the'Go® 


| J vernment is, whoſe name is.cal led Wonderful, 
| Counſellour , the Mighty Ged, the Everlaſting q 
| Father, the Prince of Peace, of the encfeaſe of 
| whoſe Governmentand Peace there ſhall be no. 
| end,who fits upon the Throne of Nava, and vp- 
| on his Kingdome to order it,, and, Fs if 
| w eſtabliſh ir with Judgement arid al. . 14,19, | 
| Juſtice, from henceforth even for b 9,20:E ph. I. | 
| ever, havingall power given uns 22:21, 323 23+ 
| tohimin Heavenand in Earth by compared 
| the Father, ho raiſed him from #*KÞ Bphe 448), 
{ thedead, and ſer him on his owne £7: and Pat. 
Right hand, far aboye all Princi- $528: 
palitics and Power, and Might and Dominion» I 
and, as Kb ”y 
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World, bur alſo: mn that which is tro come, and 
put all chings under his feer, and gave him tobe 
the head over all things to the Church, whichig 
bis Body, the fulneſle of him that filleth a 'F 
all : He being aſcended up farre abore all Hey. | 
vens, that he mighthfill all rhings, received gifts 
for his Church, and gave offices neceflary for the | 
edification ofhis Church, and perfeRing of his 
Saints. ; 
Of the Church. | 
Here is one General Chuich viſible, held 
. forth in the New Teſtament» 1. Cor, 32. 4, 
13 28. ragerther with the reſt of the chapter. | 
The Miniſtry, Oracles and Ordinances of the 
New Teſtament, are given by jcſus Chriſt cothe | 
General C h rch viſible, for the gathering aud | 
perfeQing of.it inthis life untill his ſecond <> 
ming. I Cor. 12.28 Fph. 4.4, 5. compared with 
ver. 10: 11, 32, 13, 15, 16. of the ſame Chapte, 
Particular vifible Churches, M=-mbers of the | 
General Church, arc alſo held forth in the New 
Teſtament. Gal. x. 21, 22, Rev. 1.4, 20. and 
Reval. 1. Particular Churches in the priminil 
times were made up of vifible Sainrs. viz.Of ſug 
25 being of age, profeſſed faithin Chriſt, and & 
bedience unto Chriſt ; according to.the Rule d 
Faith and Lif- raught by Chriſt and his Apoſtles; 
And of their children. 4s 2. 38, 41. A857 
ver. lat, compared with 48s 5.14. 1 Core 1-4 
compared with 2 Cor, 9.13. As 2. 3g. I CO 
7. 14+ RO 11, þ6, and fo forward, Mark 10, 18 
CORF 


., Ro 
compared with Mat.19, ver. 13,14: Lyhe 18, 
yer, 15, IO. 
| , Of the Offliers of the Church, 
T He Officers which Chrift hath appointed for 
the edification of his Church, and the per. 
| {Ring of the Saints, are, : | 
Some exrraordinary,as Apoſtles, Erangeliſts, 
| z3nd P rophets which are cealed, + 
| Others ordinary and perpetual, as Paſtors,, | 
| Teachers, and other Church-governours and i 
| Deacons, ' 
—_— P aſt ors» LR 
| T He Paſtour is an ordinary and perperuall | 
Officer inthe Church. Jer J- 15,16, 17, | 
| Prophecying of the time of the Gofpel. 2 Ber. 5. || 
| 2,3,4» Eph. 4 11, 12, 13. 
| Firſt, Ir belongs tohis office ; 4; 
|  Topray for and with his flock, asthe mouth i 
; of the People umo God, 4fs 6.2, 3,4 ard 20, | 
| 36, Where Preaching and Prayer are joyned-as || 
| {:veral parrs of the ſame Office. Jam. 5:14,15, 
| The Office of the Elder, thar isthe Paſtor, js ro. } 
| | Pray for the fick, even in private, towhichabl:C | 
| fing is eſpecially promifed, much more theres || 
j 


foce onghr he to performe this in the publike ex» | 
ecution of his Office as a part therof.2x Coy. 1 5,16. |} 
| To read the Scripture publickly ; For the 
31 prof of which ; | h 1 
1 ÞF- FhatthePriefts and Levites in the Jewiſh ||: 
) Charrh were truſted with the publick reading of i 
$- the Word, as is proved. Dent, 31. a5 20,11, Me B 
hem. 3 r,2,and xz. + 48 but t be , XE | 
| ED 2. Tha: i 
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-pareth with 1 Co#\, 10, 16. | 


| tinued under the Goſpel, are meant Evangelicg 
Paſtors, who,therefore are by ollige:o blelle ths 
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2- That the Miniſters of the Goſpel have x; 
ample a Charge and Commiſſion to diſpence thy 
Word,as well as other Ordinances, as the Pri:f; 
and Levices had under the Law proved. 1/a, 66, 
2I. Mat. 23. 34 Where our Saviour intitulet' 
the Officersof the New Teſtament, whom,he 
will ſend forth by the ſame names of. the Teach. 
ers ofthe Old. Ta 
Which Propoſitions prove, that therefore (the 
duty being of a moral nature) it followeth by 
juſt conſequence, that the publique reading of 
the Scriptures belongeth rothe Paſtors Office, 

To feed the Flock by preaching of -the Worg, 
according, to which he 1s toteach, convince, Þ 
prove, exhort and comfort, 1 Tim, 3.2» 2 Tim | 
3.16, 17. Tit, 1-9- oY op 

To Catechiſe, which is a plain laying down 
the Principles of the Qracles of God- Ab. 5.12, 
or of the .daQrine of Chriſt, and. is a partgf 


preaching. i, xl 
Todiſcenſe other divine myſteries,1C07.4-1,% 
Toadminiſter the Sacraments, Mat. 28. 1g, 

20. Mark 16.15, 16, I Cor, 11,2424 2 5. con 


\. Tobleffe the People from God,. Numb. 6.23 
24, 25, 26. compared, with Rev. x4. 5. (wherg| 
the ſame bleflings and pet fons from whom they 
come are exprieſly mentioned) Tſ.66 21,here u; 

der the names of Y riefts and Levices, to be con. 


People, MHFR, 26, aa2. CONe A3e 4x Feels 2 wy 


(61) 
| To take care of the poor. Ads 12. 30, aud 4+ 
34, 343 35, 36, 37- 48d 6.2, 3, 4. I Cor. IG, 1,2, 
3, 4. Gal. 2.9, 10. 
And he hath alſo a ruling Power over the 
Flock asa Paſtor. 1 T3 5,17« AS 20, 17, and 
28, 1Theſ. 5, 12, Heb. 13-7, 17» | 


Teacher or Doltor. 


T He Scripture doth hold our the Name and 
Title of a Teacher, as well as of the Paſtor, 
I Cor. 12. 28, Eph. 4. 1t. 

Whois alſo a Miniſter of the Word as welFas 
the Paſtor, and hath power of adminiſtration of 
the Sacraments. | 

The Lord having given different gifts, and 
divers exerciſes according to theſe gifts in the 
Miniſtry of the Word, Rom. 1a 7,8% T Cor. 
12.1,4, 5,6, 7. Though thele different pifes 
may meet in, and accordingly be exerciſed by 


| one and the ſame Miniſter. 1 Cor.14. 3. 2 Tim, | 
4. 2» Tit. 1.9. yet where be ſeveral Miniſters in 


the ſame Congregation, they may be deſigned to 
ſeveral imployments, according to the different 
eifts in which each of them doth moſt excel, 
Ropn, 12,6, 7,8, 1 Pct. 4: 10,11, And he that 
doth more excell in expoſition of Scripture, in 
teaching ſound dofrine, and in convincing 
gain-ſayers, then he doth in application, and 1s 
accordingly imployed therein, may be called a 
Leacher or DoRor, . ( the places alledged by the 
Notation ofthe Word.doth.-prove the Propoſiti« 


a ;): Neverthcleſſe,, where is but one; A5niftes i 
, In; £ | 
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n a particuJarCongregation,. he-is to-performe. 
ſo farre asbe is able, the whole work of the Mi. 
niſtry, as appeatethin 2 777. 4, 2, Tit. 1. 9,be 


fore alledped. 1 Tim. 6. 2+ | 

A Teacher or DoRor is of moſt excellent uf{ 
in Schools and Univerſities,. as of old in the 
Schools of the Prophets, .and'at Feruſalem,where 
Gamaliel and otherstaught as DuQors, 


Other Church Governonts: 


S there were in the Jewiſh Church Elders 
of the People, joyned with the Prieſts and 
Levites in the Government of the Church, (a | 
appeareth in 2 Chroz+ 19. 8, 9, 10.) So Chriſty 
who hath inſtituced a Government, and Gover. 
nours Eccleſiaſtical inthe Church, hath furni 
ſhed ſome in his Church, befide the Miniſters of. 
the Word, with gifts for Government, and with 
commiſſion to exccure the fame when called; 
theretnto, who are to joyn with the Miniſter in 
the Government of the Chuich, Rom. 12. 3.8. | 
3 Cor.1 2.18. which Officers reformed Churches 

commonly.call Elders * 


4 


| 


v. 


Deatons. 
"He Scripture dorh hold oat Deacons as db 
* ſtindOfficers.in the Church, Ph4.r. x. x tim, 
3-8. who'e officeis perpetual, 1.7im,3.8, to verſe | 
$5. 4tft$6.1,.2,3,4. To whoſe Office it belongs 
notto preach. the Word or adminiſter the Sacty 
ments, bur co take ſpeciall care in.diſtributing to 
the neceſlicies of the poor, Aids 641,2, 3,4, andre 
verles following, a 


———— 
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| Of pariieulavr Congregations, 
[TT is lawful and expedient that there be fixed 
| SNdarioer Hong that is, a certain company of 
| Chriſtians to meet in one Aſſembly ordinarily for 
publique Worſhip, When Beleevers mulciply 
| rofuch a number, that they cznnut conveniently 
| meerin oneplace, it is lawful and expedient that 
they ſhould be divided into difiin& and fixed 
Congregations, for the berter adminiſtration of 
ſuch Ordinances as belong unto them, and the 
| ciſcharge of mutual duties 1 Cor. 14. 26. Let als 
thines be done nntoedifying, and verſes 33. 49- 
The ordinary way of dividing Chriſtans into 
| dſtin& Congregations, and moſt expedient for 
| edification, is by the reſpeRive bounds of their 
duellings, | 
{ Firſt, becauſe they who dwell rogether, being 
bound to al] kind of Moral durics 
one to another, havethe better op- 2% 19-7oTt. 
portunity thereby to dilcharge Mat. 22» 39- 
them, which moral rye is perpery. Mate 5+ 17+ 
a!; for Chriſt came nat codeſtroy the Law, bur 
to fulfill ir, 

Secondly, the Communion of Saints muſt be 
| lo ordered, as way Rand with the moſt conveni- 
| ent uſe af the Ordinances, and diſcharge of mo= 
ral duties without reſpec of perſons x C27. 14 26. 
| Et all things be done unto ediſying. Heb. 10. 24, 
2), fames 2. I, 2. 

Thirdly, the Paſtor and People muſt ſo nearly 
| ©babirerogerheras that they may muryally per= 
form their durics cach to other with moſt conve= 


Mency, In | | | 
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In this company ſome muſt be ſer apart | 
bear Office, 1] 


Of the Officers of a particular Congregation. © 


ld. Or Officers ina hngle C ongregation, there 
ought to be one at the leaſt, both to laboy 
i inthe Word and DoQrine, and to rule, Prove2y, 
[ © * I Tit L I7s» Heb. I 3. 7. OY 

| Itisalfo requiiite that there ſhould be other; 
to Joyne in Government, 1 C07. 12,28. 


| 
And likewiſe it is requifite, that there be 0. 
thers to take ſpecial care for the reliefe ofthe 
poor, Ads 6. 2, 3. | 
The number of each of which is ro be propot 
tioned according tio the condition of the Cops 
gregation, ad 
Theſe Officers are to meet together at conye« 
nt-nc and ſet times, for the well-ordering of the 
affairs of that Congregation, each accordiogta 
his office. 
Itis moſt expedient, that in theſe meeting) 
one, whoſe office isro labour in the Word and 
Dotrine, do moderate in their proceedings 
I Tin. 17. 


& 


i 


of the Ordinance in a particular C ongregation. © 


T He Ordinances in a fingle Congregation, 
 ® are Prayer, Thankſgiving, and fingivg, of 
Dfalmes. 1 Tim. 2.1, 1 Cor. 14, 15, 16, The] 
Word read (although there follow no immediate 
explication of what is read) the Word expound: | 
ed and applyed, Catcchizivg the Sacrameey 
admin 


| 
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acminiſtred, Co!leRion made for the poor, diſ- 


| milling the People with a blething. 
| of churth Government aud the ſeverall ſoits of 


Aſſemblies for the ſame. 
\ Ariſt hath inſticuted a Government, and Go- 


vernours Eccleſiaſtical in the Church, ro | 


that purpoſe the Apoſtles did. immediately re» 
ceive the keys from the hand of. Jeſus Chriſt, 
and did uſe and exerciſe them in all the Churches 


| ofthe world upon all occaſions, 


And Ghriſt hath ſince continually furniſhed 
ſome in bis Church with gitcs of Government, 
and with commiſſion to exccute the ſame when 
called thereunro. 

It is lawful and agreeable tothe Word of God, 


thatthe Church be governed by ſeveral ſors. of (1 


| 


diſpence C hurche cenſures. 


Aſſemblies, which are Congregational, Claflical 
and Synodical, 


Of the Powter in common of all theſe Aſſemblies, 


T :8 lawful and agreable to the Word of Gods 
that the ſeveral Aſſemblies before mentioned, 
have power to convent and c:!] bef-re them any 
Perſon within their ſeveral] bounds, whom the 
Ecclefiaſtical bufineſſe, which is before them 
doth concern, proved by Mat, ,18. 2 
They have power to hcare and determine 
luch cauſes and differences, as do orderly come 
before them. | 
Itis lawful and agreeable tothe Word of God, ij 
that all the ſaid Afſemblies have ſome power ro || 


of | 
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Of Congregationall 4Temblirs, that is, The meering|, 
of the Rulixe' 0 Ficers of a rattienla? Congriee |) 
gation for the Government thre: ff 

He Ruling Officers. of a particular Congre 
pation have power authoritztlvely, to call be. 
fore them any m-mber of the Congregation, a 
they ſhall ſee juſt occaſion. | N 
Toenquire into the knowledge and ſpirituall 
eſtate of the ſeveral members of theCongregatis; 
To admonith and rebuke. " 
Which three branches are proved by Heb. 13 
17. 1Theſ. 5.12, 13. Exch, 34: 4+ h 
Anthortcative ſuſpenſion from the Lordi 
Table of a perfon not yet caſt out of the Churcly 
iS aprecable tothe Scripture. : 
Fir}, becavſerhe Ordinance it ſelf muſt nat 
be prophaned. 
Secondly,Becauſe we are charged io withdraw 
from theſe that walk diſorderly. 2 
Thirdly, becauſe of the great fin and danger 
[1 bothrco himthatcomes unworthily, and alſo tg 
| 19 the whole Chnrch. Mat. 7.6. 2 Theſ. 3.6, 14, 
[11% 15- 1 Cor. 11, 27. tothe end of the chapt, com 
pared with 7adeverſ. 23. 1 Tim. F, 2x, Ani 
there was power and authority under the O 
Teſtament, to keep unclean Perſons from holy 
things, Lev. 13. 5. Nuwnb.g.7. 2Chron. 23.19 
The like power and aurhority by way of Anz 
logy continues under the New Teftament, | 
The Ruling Officers of a particular Congre 
gation, haye power authoriratively ro ſuſpend 
from the Lords Table a perſon nor yet caſt our of 
the Chu: ch, | Fuft, 
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Ficſt, becauſe thoſe who have authoricy to 
jndge of, and aamir ſuch as are fit to receive the 
Sacrament, have Authority to keep back ſuch as 
| hall be found unworrhy, 

Secondly, becauſe it is an Eccleſiaſtical buſi- 
nes of ordinary praRice belonging to that Cone 
pregation. 

When Cangregations are divided and fixed, 
they need all mutuall help one from another, 
both in regard of their incrinſecal weakneſſes, 
and mutual dependence ; As alſoin regard of e- 
nemics from without. 

Of Claſſical Aſſemblies, 
THe Scripture doth hakl out a Presbyrtery in 

* a Church, bath in the ficſt Epiſtle ro Time? hy, 
| 6bap. 4- v&/e 14. andin ARS 15.2, 4,6. 
| A Presbytery confiſteth of Miniſters of the 
{ Word, andfuch other publique Officers as are 
} agreeable ro, and warranted by the Word of 
Gcd, to be Church governours, tojoyn with the 
Miniſters im the Government of the Church, as 
appeareth. Rees, 12. 7,8. ICore12.28, 
The Scripture doth hold forth, that wany pars 
ncular Congregations may be under one Pres- 

dyterjal Government, 
| This Propoſition is proved by inſtances. 


© —_ — "Rk. «de Mo i —_— — 


I. Firft, Of the Church of 7ervſalem, which 


canfiſterh of more Cangregations then one, and 
| all theſe Congregations were under one Presby- 


terial Government. 


| 

| | 

| \ . 
4 CP 


(68) a, 


more Congregationsthen one, as is manifeſt, firg, 
By the multitude of Belecvers mentionedin 


| 
diVersSs "of | 


Both before the diſperſion of the Beleeverg 
there by means of-the periecution, (mentioned 


inthe As of the Apoſtles. chap. 8.,inthe begin- 


ning thereoft,) witn-:fſe chap. 1,verſ, 11, andz,] 


VCr.41, 46, 47. and 4. 4.and 5.14+- and Chap, 6, 
of the ſame book of the 4s verſe 1.7. 


And allo after the diſperſion. 4s 9. 31, Chay, 


I2.24, and Chap. > 1. ver. 20, of the ſame book, 


Secondly, By the many Apoſtles and other] 


Preachers inthe Church of ferſalem ; Andit} 


there were but one Congregation there,then eaqh 
Apoſtle preached but ſeldonie 3 which will no 


confiſt with Chap. 6. verſe 2. of the ſamc book of 


the As of the Apoſtles, | 
Thirdly, rhe diverſity of Languages atnongl 


'the Beleevers, mentioned both in the ſecond afd] 


ſixth chapters. of the As, doth argue ,morte 
Congregations then one in that Church, © 

2. Secondly, All choſe Congregations were 
under one Presbyterial Government, becaule; 
Firſt, They were one Church. As 8.1. and :þ 
2. 47. compared with Cb,, 11. and 12. 5. ap 
I5. 4. of the ſame book, 4 
' Secondly, the Elders of the Church are met» 
tioned, Adts 11, 30-and 15. 4, 6, 22,and 21417 
1 8. of the ſame books. 

Thirdly, The Apoſtles did the ordinary .A& 
of P resbyters, as Presbyters in that Kirk, whid 
proveth a Prcesbyterigl Chyxca before the diy 
fan, 40s Fourth 


"T 


%* 
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Fourthly, ihe ſeveral Congregations in /eru- 
ſalem being one Church, the Elders of that 
| Church are mentioned as meeting rogeTther for 
las of Covernmente Ads 11. 30.and1i5. 4,6, 
12, 41d 21, 17, 18. and ſo forward, which proves 
that thoſe ſeveral Congregations were under 
one Presbyrerial Governmenr. ; 

And whether theſe Congregations were fixed 
or not fixed, in regard of Officers or Members, 
itis all one as to the truth of the P ropobition. 

Nor doth there a; pear any material difference 
| betwixt the ſeveral Congregations in 7eruſalem, 
and the many Congregations now inthe ordina" 
ry condition of the Church,as to the point of fix- 
{edvelle required of Officers or Members. 
1" 3. Thirdly, Therefore the Scripture doth hold 
forth, that many Congregations may be under 
| one Presbyterial Governments 
II. Secondly,by the inſtance of the Church of 
Epheſus, for, : 

I, Thatthey. were mare Congregations then 
one in the Church of Epheſis, appears by 4s 


— _» 


at Epheſus, in preaching for the ſpace of three 
years, and Affs 19. 18, 19, 20, where the ſpecial 
effeR of the Word .is mentioned, and verſe1o, 
'| and 17. of the ſame Chapter, where isa diſtinRi- 
'| on of Fews and Greeks, and 1 (07.16.8, 9, where 
| areaſon of Pals ſtay ar Epbeſyzs uncill Pentecoſt, 
"| andwe;ſe 19. where is mention of a particular 
| Church in the houſe of 4quzla and Priſcilizthen 
"| at Epheſus, a$appears A#F+ 18+ 19,24, 26, All 


20, 21. where is mention of Pas continuance 


which 
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which laid rogether doth prove, thatthe mult 
tudes of Belecversdid make more Congregay| 
1 ons then one in the Church of Epheſie. |. 
| Be 2. Thatthere were many Elders over thelf 
(#3 many Congregations, as one Flock,appeare 41] 
Alts 20. 17, 25,28, 30, 36, 37. 
3. Thattheſe many Congregations were a; 
Church, and that they were under one Pregbyd 
terial Government, appeareth REV. Za the firſt Ap 
| tis weiſes, joyned with 4s 20,17, 18. Wt 
iS: of Synodical Aſſemblies. "ll 
4. THe Scripture doth hold our another fort of 
Afemblies for theGovernment ofthe/Chwt 
beſide Claffical and Congregational, all which 


| 


we call Synodical, Atbs 15. Paſtors and Teach 


| 
[ / » A 
[]J} ers, and other Church-governaurs, (as allo « 
ik; ther fic Perſons, when it ſhall bedeemed exped 


e 
lf 
Fo 0 
ent) are Members of thoſe Aſſemblies which wi! 
call Synodical, where they have a lawtul ca 
ling therevnto, | -- 
Synodical Aſſemblies may lawfully be of ſeyg 


11 ral ys as Provincial, National,and Occung3 

[19 anical- __ 

N17 þil It is lawfull and agreeable to.the Word: | 
God, that there be a ſubardination of Cangse|' 


garional,Claſlical, Provincial,and National AF] 
ſemblies for the Government of the C lmrch, -|! 


: L 


I 


Of Ordination of Miniſters. | 
Nder the head of Osdination of Migilt 
is to-be conlidered either the doQrine 


% 


Qrdznation,or the power of it, T 


« 
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Touching the Doftrine of Ord:ination, 

O man ovghr ro take upon him the Office 
of a Miniſter of the Word without a lawful 

calling, John 3e27. Rom.10.14, 15+ 77. 14-14: 

—__.:- _ 

Ordination is' alwayes to be continued in the 

(;hurch, Titus 1.5. 1 Tim. $<21,22» 

+ Ordination is the ſolemn ſetting apart of a 

Irerſon co ſome publike Church office, Numb. 8. 

110z11,14:19,22. Adis 63.5.6, 

Every Minifter of the Word is to be ordained 
by impoſition of hands, and Prayer with Faſting, 
{by thoſe Preaching Presbyters ro whom it doth 

belong, 1Tim.s5,22. As 14.23. A46513,3. 

It is agreeable to the Word of God, and very 
expedient, that ſuch as are to be 01 dained Mini- 
ters, bedeſigned to ſome particular Church or 
q0ther miniſterial charge, As 14-23,THe 1, 5-AGS 
120.17,and 28, 
| He that is tobe ordained Miniſter, muſt be du- 
ly qualified both for life and Miniſterial abilifles, 
according to the rules of the Apoſtle, : Tim. 3. 2, |: 

3:4, 5,6, and Tit. 1,627,8 9. Ne, fl 

Heisto beeexamined and approved by thoſe by |: 
[Whom he is to be ordained, 1Tim. 3, 7.19% and |! 

(bap.F.22. | 
| No man is to be ordained a Miniſter for a par= 

ticular Congregation, if they of that Congrega® 
[{on can ſhew juſt cauſe of exception againſt him, 

I T3M1.3.2. Ti.1.7. | 
Touchingthe power of Ordinations al 
[If YRdinationis the at of a Presbytery, 1 Tim, | 
\F4.I4e | D The 
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The power of ordering the whole work of C 
dinaction is in the whole Presbytery, which, wh 
it is over more Congregationsthen one, whethiff 
choſe Congregarions be faxed or not fixed, in 
gard of fficers or Members, it is indifferent as 
the point of Ordination, 1 Tim. 4.14. 

It is very requiſite that no fingle Congrega 
on that can conveniently aflociate, do aflume | 
it ſelf all and fole power in Ordination. 

I, Becauſe there is no example in Scripturg| 
that any fingle Congregation which might cot 
veniently aſſociate, did aflume toir ſeltall at 
fole power in Ordination , neither is there an 
rulewhich may warramt ſuch a practiſe, 

2. Becauſe there is in Scripture exawple of a 
Ordination in aPresbytery over divers congreg 
tions,as inthe Church of Feryſulem, where wen 
manyCongregtions, theſe many Congregation 
were under one Presbytery, aad this Presbyter 
did ordain, _ 

The Preaching Presbyters orderly affociate 
either in Cities or neighbouring Villages, at 
thoſe to whom the impoſition of Hands doth aÞ 
pertain for thoſe Congregations within thei 
bounds reſpeRively. 

Some other particulars conterning Church Go 

vernment, do yet remain unfiniſhed, whit 
ſhall be, with all cotyenient fþ:ed, prepared 
and preſented to this honorable Houſe, I 
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To the Right Honorable l 
W be Lords and Commons 


Aſſembled in Partament, 


JThe bumbld Advice of the Afſeme 


bly of Divines,now fitting at eſb- 
minfler, Concerning 


| The Dofrinall part of Ordination of 
MINISTEXS.. 


[ 


1 


4% TO man ovght to rake upon him tlie office 
1 LN of a Miniſter of the Word without a laws 
full calling, 7obz 3.17 Rom, 10 14,15: Jer. 14» 
$14.Heb.s 4. | 
J :.Ordinaticn 15 alwayes to be continued inthe 
A Charch,Titus 1.5.1 Tim. 5,221,222: l 
1 3 Ordination is the ſolemn ſetting apart of @ | 
{perſon to ſome publique Church Oſfite, Nuwnb, | 
4$8.10,11,74 19,22.4: 6:3 5.6. 

y 4-Every Miniſter of the Word is to be ordains | 
J ed by impoſition of har ds, and Prayer with Faſt» | 

] og, by theſe preaching Presbyters to whom ix 
| doth belong, 1'Tim. 52.2. As 1423.09 13.3: | 
5. The power cf ordering.thc whole work of 

Ocdinarion, is in the whole Presbyrery, which, 

when it is over more Congregations then one, 
# whether thoſe Congregations be fix; dor nor fix - | 
' + TE Wa | ed... | 
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ed, in regard of Officers or Members, it is indiffyi 
ferent as to the poſnt of Ordination, 1 Tim 4.14] 
v8 6.It is agreeable to the Word of God, and vedO 
My, Ty expedient, that ſuchas are to be ordained Milly; 
#1: .- niſters,be deligned to ſome pariicular Church affde 
| | other Miniſterial charge, As 14.23.7;t,1.5. Ai 
'.  20.17.& 28, n: 
WY 2 Hetharisto be ordained Miniſter, muſt belt 
1b duly qualified both for life and Miniſterial abili«|{c 
"If 


ties, according tothe rules of the Apoſtle, 1 Timn 
3-2,304z5.,6. TiH.1 5,6,7,8,9, | | K 
8.He is to be examined and approved by thoſe|s 
by whom he is to be ordained,iTim.23 7.10 &5.22]! 
9. No man isto be ordained a miniſter for a par: t 
ticular Congregationzit they of that Congregath|i 
13/; oncanſhewjult cauſe of exception againſt him 
I ' 1 702.3.2, Tit,1.,7. : 
8 - ro.Preaching Pre: byters orderly affociated,cii 
ther inCities,or neighbouring Villages,are thoſg 
' rowhom the impoſition of hands doth appertain; 
'. for theſe Congregations within their bounds re 
ſp:Rively, I 7111,4.14 "ot = ol 
11.In extraordinary caſes,fomihing extraordis 
nary may be done, untill a ſerled order may be 
[| had,yet keeping as neer as poſſible may be ro the 
| IL rule, > Chron.: 9.34,35,36: 3 Chron. 30.2,3,4,5 
| 1I'f 12. There isat this time (as we humbly cons} 
FF ceive) anextraordinary occafion for a way off © 


* Ordinartion for the preſent ſupply of Miniſters... I 
ME 1k The Direftory fur On dination of MiniFters, 


| 


| 1 1 T being manifeſt by the Word of God, thatno 

if IJ manought cotake upon him the Office of Mi 
ll nalter 
| 


| 

: 

: 

: 
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nifer of the Goſpel, untill he be lawfully-calle> 
and ordained thereunto : And that the work of 
Ordination 1s to be performed with all que care, 
widdome, gravity and ſolemnity, we humbly ren- 
der theſe DireRions asrequilice to be obſerved. 
- 1, He thart is to be ordained, being either nomi- 
nated by the people, or otherwiſe commended to 
the Presbyrery for any place, muſt adoreſle him- 
ſelfto the P resbyte: y,and bring with him a Teſti-- 
moniatl of his raking. the Covenant of the three 
Kingdems,ot his diligence and proficiency in his 
Studies; What degrees he hath taken in the Unt- 
verlity,and what hath been the time of his abode 
therez and withal of his age,which is to be twenty 
four-yeers,but eſpecially of his life & converlitio. 

Which: being, conhdered- by the Presbyrery,. 
they are to procedJ, to enquire touching the 
Graceof God in |.1m, and whether he be of ſuch 
holineſſe of life as is requilite in a Miniſte; of the 
Goſpel,and to examine him touching his learning 
and lulficiency, and touching the evidences of 
his Calling,co the holy Miniſtry, and in particu» 
lar his fair and diceQ:Calling tothat place, . 


The Rules for Examination are rhele. . i 

I: That the party examined be dealt -withall :in a | 
brother ly way, with mildneſſe of ipurit, and with ſpe. | 
cial reſpebt to the gravity, modeiiy, .and-quality of | 
every one. l 
2-He ſhall be examined touching -bis $kill in the 
Onginall Tongues, and his tryallto be- made by rea- 
aig th Hebrew and. Greek Teſtaments,arud ren- | 
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Ill |. ' ding ſome porticn of ſoze into Latinz aud if be þ 
[i 5 defeftive in rhem, enquiry ſhall be made the mon 
s ! ſiriftly after bis other lrarmng,and whither be hat 
Skull in Logick and Phyloſophy. 4 
n | 3 What Authors in Divinity be hath 7ead, and 
[8 if beft acquainted with;and triall ſhall he made in bill 
li 4nowledee of the erounds of Rel:gion and ability. 
defend the Orthodax Dofirine contained in then, 
agair [t all unſound and errontous opinions, efpecial 
theſe of the preſent age ; of bis $hill in the ſenſe anl 
meaning of ſuch places of Scripture as ſhall be pr 
poſed nnto him in caſes of Conſcience, and in 1 
ougy of the Scripture, and the Eccleſeaſtic 
Hiſtory. | CE 
| — 4 if he bath not before preached in publique with 
1g approbation of ſuch as.are able to judge, be ſhall,q 
i acompetent tame aſſigned him, expound before t 
Wi ſuch a place of Scripture as ſhall be givt 
OT 
Wi. ive rap alſo, within a competent time, framel 
'. adiſcotnſein Latin #pon ſuch a common place or Col 
| Eroverſpe tn Divinity as ſhal be aſſigned him, and ts 
bibite to the Presbytcry ſuch Theſes as expreſſe th 
ſum thereof ,and maintain aDifpute upon them, | 
6.Heſhall preach before the people, tbe Presby 
7y:0r ſome of the Minifters of the Word appointed 
them, being preſent. EEE: | 
7. The proportion of” bus gijts in relation to tl 
place unto which be is called, ſhall be conGdeved. 
8.Beſfide the tryall of bis gifis.3n Preaching, be ſil 
undergo an examination in. thePremiſts.two ſeuel 
dayes, and more, if the Presbytery ſhall judge 3t 
Ceſſary, 9: Al 


% 
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9.41nd as for him that hath been formerly ordain- 
ed a AMintter, and i to be removed to another 
Ethargeybe [hal bring aTeſtimonial of hisQrdination, 
dard of þ:5 abilities and (onverſ ain, whereupon bis 
fitneſſe for that place ſhall be tryed by his Preaching 
Wibere, (if it ſpall be judged niceſſary) by a further 


examin ation of bims 


| 2-[n all which he being approvedhe is to be ſenr 
ItotheChurch where he is to ſerve,there ro preach 
I three ſeverall days, and to converſe with the peo- 
ple,rhat they may have tryall of his gifts for their 
fcdification, and may have tive and occaſion to 
Jenquire into, and the better to know his life and 
{converiation» | 
4, In the Jaſt of theſe three dayes, appointed for 
f the eryall of his gifts in preaching, there thall be 
ſent from the Presbyrery to the Congregation, a. 
F publike intimaricn in wricting,which ſhal be pub- 
| lik: ly read before the people; and after affixcd to 
the Church door, to ſignifie, that ſuch a day a 
px competent number of 'the Members of that Con- 
i gregation nominated by themſelves, ſhall appear 
| before the Presbytery, ro give their:conſent and 
approbationto ſech a man to be their Miniſter, 
cr otherwiſe to put in with all Chriſtian diſcreri- 
\F on and meekneſſe what exceptions they have a- 
4 gainſthim, andif upon the day appointed there 
4 -nojuſt exception againſt him; bur the people. 
give their conſenc,then the Presbytery ſhall pro» 
Tcced to.Ordination. Cnns 


f F- Upon: the day-appointed for Ordination; } 
; | D 4 which: } 
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which is tobe performed in that Church,-where 
he that is to be ordained is to ſerve, a ſolemn Faflſe 
ſhall be kept by the Congregation, that they mayſþ) 
the more earneſt]; joyn in Prayer fora blefſingſdc 
upon the Ordinance of Chriſt, and the labounſnc 
of his Seryant for their good, The Presbyreryqi 
ſhall come to the placezar at leaſt three or founſ;: 
Miniſters of the Word tha}l be ſent thither fromſm 
the Presbytery.; of. which one appointed by: 
the Presbyrery, ſhall preach:tothe People, con. 
cerning the office andduty ofMiniſters of Chriſti} 
and how the People o:1ght ro. receive them foyſf 
their work ſake. | | -ojtt 
6. After the Sermon, the Miniſter who hathſil 
preached, ſhall in the face ofrhe Congregationſy 
demand of him who is now ro- be ordained cone[ 
cerning his faith in Chriſt J-ſus, and his per{wayG 
fon of che truch of the Reformed Religion acconlſb 
ding to the Scripture; His fincere intentions andI6 
ends in dchring.to enter into this Calling ; FP 
diligence in. Praying , Reading, Meditation 
Preaching, Minifring. the Sacraments, Diſciplindſh 
and doing all Miniſteriall Dutics tuwards higft 
Charge; His Zeal and Faichfulnefle in maintain 
ing.the Truth of the Goſpel, and Unity of  rhefſ6 
Church againit-Error and Schiſm;. His care thay 
himſelf and .his Family may be unblameable a nd 1 
examples to the Flock ;. His willingnefle and hug 
mility in meckneſle of Spirit, ro ſubmituntorhy 
admonitions of his Brethren,andDiſcipline.of thyſi 
Charch; And his reſolurion to continve in his duzſe 
ty. aggin&t all rcouble and perſecution. ns 

7; I 


(29) - | 
7.In all which having declared himſelf, profef- 
ſed his willingneſſe, and promiſed his endeavours 
by the help of God; The Miniſter likewiſe ſhall 
&mand of the people, concerning their willing- 
nfl; to receive and acknowledge him asthe Mi- 
tiſter of Chriſt, and ro obey and ſubmir untohim, | 
1s having rule over. them in the Lord, andro | 
maintaine , encourage and afliſt bim in all the || 
parts of his Offices 
Which being.mutually promiſed by the people, | 
the Presbytery, orthe Miniſters ſent from them 
for Oraination, ſhall ſq/cmanly ſ-thim apart to 
the Office and work of the Miniſtry, by laying 
their hands on him, which is to be accompanicd 
with a ſhort Prayer or Bleflinggto this effeR., 

8. Thankfully acknowledging the great mercy of 
God, in fending Jeſus Chyilt for the redemption of 
bis people, and for his aſcenſion to the right handof 
God the Father, and thence pouring out hu Spirit, | 
wdeiving gifis to Men, Apoſtles, Evangeliſts, Pro» | 
phets, Paſtors and Teac bers, for the gathering and _ 
Wwlding up of his Church, and for fitting and in» 
ening this man to this great worth; To entreat bim 
lo fit bun with his holy Spirit, to give him (wh) in 
bs name? we this ſet apart tothis holy ſervice) to 
fulfill the Work of bis Miniſtry in all things, that he 
may both ſave himſclfand his people committed to 
bis charge. | 

9 This or the liks from Prayer and Blefling be= 
lng ended,letthe Miniſter who preached, briefly 
exhorthim ro conſider of the greatnefle of his 
[Othce and Work, the danger of negVgence both 
co 
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to himſelf and his people, the bleſſing which wi! 
accompany his faithfulnefle in this life, and th 
rocome ; and withall exhort the peopleto cariy ! 
themſelys to him as to their Miniſter in the Lo: 
according to their ſolemn promiſe made beforg® 
and fo by Prayer commending both him and if® 
Flock ro the Grace of God; afrer ſinging of Y'* 
_ _ Pfalmyletthe Aﬀembly be difinified with a Bleſ® 
ling. | 
10. If a Miniſter be deſigned to a Congregati 
on, who hath been formerly ordained Presbyte 
according to the form of Ordination which hath 
been inthe Churchof Fng/and, which we hold far * 
ſubſtance ro be valid,and not to be difclaimed bf” 
any who have received it; Then there beingY® 
catitious proceedivg in matters of Examinattogff 
ler him be ado irted withour any new Ordinatiq 
11. Andin caſe any Perſon already ordaing” 
Miniſter in Scot{/and, or in any other reforme 
Church, be deſigned toa Coengregation in Ef 
gland,heis ro bring fromtheChurch to tharPre 
bytery here,within which that Congregation inf 
ſufficient reſtimonial of his Ordination,of hi« 1* 
and converſation while helived with them, and 
the cauſes of his removal; And to undergo ſul 
a tryall of kis fienefie and ſufficiency, and to haf 
the ſame courſe held with him, in other partic 
lJars,as is ſer down in the rule imm:diartely goin 
before touching Examination and Admiſſion, Þ 
12. Thac Records becar:fully kept in the ſevi | 
rall Presbyteries,of the names of che Perſons of 
dained,with their ecſtimoniais,the time 3nd pb * 


their Ordination, «f the P resbyters who did 
poſe hands upon them, and of the charge to 
ich they are appointed. Los 
13, That no money. or gift,of what kinde ſoe- 
r, ſhall be received from the Perſon to be.or? 
ined,or from any on his behalf,forOQrdination, 
ought elſe belonging roit, by any of the Preſ-« 
rery,or any appertaining to any of them, upon 
hat pretence ſ{oever. 
Thus far of ordinary rules and courſeof Ordinati- 
04 in the ordinary way; That which concernes 


the extraordinary way, requiſite to be now 


 prafliſed, followetb. 

1. In theſe preſent exigences, while we cannot 
we any Presbyteries formed up to their whole 
wer and work, and that many Miniſters are to 
: ordained for the ſervice of the Armies and 


no Miniſter at all; and whereby reaſon of the 
blike troudles) the people cannot either thems 
ves enquire out and finde out one who may be 
faithfull Miniſter for them, or have any with 
ety ſent unto them for ſuch a ſolemn tryall as 
35 before mentioned in the ordinary Rules, e- 
xcially when there can be no Presbytery neer 
to them,to whom they may addrefle themſelys, 
which may come or ſend to them a fit man to 


Ople; And yet notwithſtanding, it is requiſite 
at Miniſters be ordained for them, by ſome, 
ho being ſet apart themſelves for the work of 
ie Miniſtry, have power to joynin the ſerting 
apart 


lavy, and too many Congregations where there 


eordained in that Congregation, and for that 
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apart of others,who are found fit and worthy,. 
thoſe caſes, yntill by Gods blefling the aforel 
dificulties may be in ſome good meaſure rem 
ved; let ſome godly: Miniſters in or about th 
Ciryof Londbz be detigned by publike authoriy 
who beingaociated, may ordain Miniſters 
the Cixy, and the Vicinity, keepirg as neer to-thi 
ordinary Rules forementioned, as poffible thy 
may; Arndlet this aflociation be for no other 'iþ 
tent or purpoſe, bur only for the work of Ordh 
nation. | 

2.Lerthe like aſſociation be made by the ſany 
authority jn great Towns, and the neighbourin 
Pariſhes in the ſeverall Counties, which fret 
the preſent quiet and unditurbed, to do the lik 
for the parts adjacent. , 

3-Ler ſuch asare choſen or appointed for thi 
ſervice of the Armies or Navy be ordained, as 
forefiid, by the affociated Miniſters of Landon, 
ſome others in the countrey. + 

4, Letthem do the like, + RW man ſhall dg 
ly and Iawfully be recommended to them for thy 
Miniſtry of any Congregation, who cannot enjoj 
liberty to have a tryall of his parts and abilicief 
and defirethe help of ſuch Miniſters ſo affoci 
red. forthe better furniſhing ofthem with ſuch! 
Perſon, as by them ſhall be judged fir for the ſer 
vice of that Church and People: | 


FINIS. 
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